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Recently, I found the following posted on my good pastor-friend Rev. Mark Surburg’s blog:

Attendance at the Divine Service – Supporting the Body of Christ
Why do we come to the Divine Service on Sunday? Normally we answer this question by referring to
God’s gifts of the Means of Grace through which He delivers forgiveness to us and strengthens us in the
faith. We stress our need for these gifts because of own sinful and fallen condition.
This is certainly true, and must be said first. However, it is not the only valid perspective from which we
need to consider this issue. Instead of always focusing on what we receive, we need to also consider how our
presence at the Divine Service serves others.
An early church writer in Syria addressed this very topic during the third century A.D. In the thirteenth
chapter of his writing, the Didascalia (which means “teaching”) he urges:
“When you are teaching, command and exhort the people to be faithful to the assembly of the
church. Let them not fail to attend, but let them gather faithfully together. Let no one deprive the church
by staying away; if they do, they deprive the body of Christ of one of its members! For you must not think
only of others but of yourself as well, when you hear the words that our Lord spoke: ‘Who does not gather
with me, scatters’ (Mt. 12:30). Since you are members of Christ, you must not scatter yourselves outside
the church by failing to assemble there. For we have Christ for our head, as He himself promised and
announced, so that ‘you have become sharers with us’(2 Peter 1:14). Do not then, make light of your own
selves, do not deprive our Savior of His members, do not rend, do not scatter His body!”
Paul told the Corinthians, “Now you are the body of Christ, and individual members of it” (1 Corinthians
12:27). We became part of the body of Christ in Holy Baptism (1 Corinthians 12:13). The most concrete
manifestation of the body of Christ occurs in the Divine Service as we receive the body and blood of Christ
in the Lord’s Supper and are so joined into one body – the body of Christ (1 Corinthians 10:16-17).
As the writer of the Didascalia points out, our absence from the Divine Service deprives the body of Christ
gathered in church of one of its members. Our absence takes away from the mutual encouragement that take
place as we gather together to receive Christ’s gifts.
Our presence at the Divine Service serves our own spiritual need for forgiveness and strengthening in the
faith. However, our presence also serves the other members of our church who together with us are the
Body of Christ. May our Lord help each of us to ponder and appreciate this important aspect of our
life together in Christ.
Good points, Pastor Mark…good points.
See you in church!
Pastor Phil Rittner
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building from Pastor & Katie Rittner.
*Report accepted.

Voter’s Meeting Minutes
July 20, 2014

Board of Outreach—by Peg Brooke
*New Member Welcome Dinner in August (Pot
Luck) to be the 2nd or 4th Sunday.

Meeting opened w/prayer by Pastor Phil. (Who
also acted as secretary). There were 20 in attendance. The June Council Report was accepted as
printed in the Zealant with Pat D. motion and

Board of Stewardship—None
Board of Youth—by Jill Coons
*Fundraiser yesterday was….okay. We’ve been
asked to come back to the “3 on 3” Basketball
Tourn. And Concerts at the Courthouse.
*July 26th Youth to Pastor’s house for party.
*Aug. 2nd fundraising.
*Aug. 11th kids go to waterpark.
*Aug. 16th fundraising.
*2014 Old Settler’s raised over $2400 for youth =
$240.00 to be donated to church for pole barn.

Joyce R. second. Passed by verbal vote.
Receiving Treasure’s Report—None Present
Disbursing Treasurer’s Report—(see printed
report) Discussion: about income vs. expenses in
years. Motion made by Peg B. and seconded by
Joyce R. Passed by verbal vote.

Pastor’s Repoet by Pastor Phil
*Confirmation Camp is progressing—doing well.
*Jerrry L. motioned for 2 Fieldworkers from the
Seminary, Kenny K. seconded. Motion passed.
We’ll receive 2 Fieldworkers in October.

Elder’s Report by Steve Smith
*A new circuit visitor will be nominated in September.
*Congregational Self-Analysis questioners need to
be turned in by August 3, 2014 by all who were

Unfinished Business
*Jerry L. brought up question about where funds
from Garage Sale will go. Jerry made motion,
Lois D. seconded and discussion followed. It was
voted on that monies will go to Furnace/AC payoff.
*Garage Sale set up begins on Friday, Aug 8th.
*Jerry L. also asked for helpers to set up for garage sale—Good Fellowship!
*Ladies Aid voted for $2000 for AC pay off.

issued one.
*Average attendance for the month of June was:
Sundays 53 and weekdays 13.
Board of Education Report by Joyce Reidt
No Meeting (printed report to follow)
*VBS went well!
*Mission Project was “Flood Buckets”
*Teacher change for High School Class.

New Business
*Kenny K. brought up that we need a new Nominating Committee in October. And nominated
himself. Made motion to place himself (Kenny
K.) as Nominating Committee. Seconded by Pastor Phil and carried by voice vote.
*Judy G. brought up she has “Rusty” the puppet
at her house. She will note this to Cheryl.

*Big THANK YOU to Jerry L. for teaching since
1981!!!!
Trustee’s Report by Dan Knuth
*Update on new building by Phil Coons—we need
drawings of proposed bldg.
*Sacristy update of work/refurbishing. Contractor
chosen.

Peg B. moved to close meeting—carried.
Pastor closed with benediction.

*Lehmburg Fund update—renaming to
“Lehmburg Legacy Fund”
*Trustee’s received a $2000 donation for pole barn
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Ladies Aid Guest Luncheon
Will be held on August 21st at Lutheran Life Village in Pine Valley in Ft. Wayne. The address is
9802 Coldwater Rd. The (free) lunch is at 11:30
a.m. and is followed by a tour of the facility. A
meeting room is available if needed. Carpools
will be at Zion by 10:30 a.m. Please let Lois
Duffy know if you will attend by Sunday, Aug.
17th—at church or call 244-3645. Living Water
Lutheran Church ladies and others will be joining
us.

2nd by Maxine Lott. Treasurer Joan Lane distributed
and read her report.
Committees: There was no correspondence.
Quilts: Marty Williams reported that 11 quilts were
ready to ship. The ladies who knotted quilts on June
12th were: Maine Lott, Jennie Childs, Marty Williams, Sami Blomquist, Kathaleen Reese, Jan Gleason, Mary Metzger and Mary K. Miller.
A Note Here: At the LWML June convention 170
quilts were brought for Lutheran World Relief and
2,319 non-perishable food items were taken to St.
James Lutheran Church in Lafayette. For eight mission grants for the LWML District 2014-2016 Biennium-came to $92,455.65. Also as voted at the April
26th 3-Zone LWML Rally-Ft. Wayne will have the
LWML Convention in 2021.
Stamps and Labels: Jennie Childs reported that there
was an increase in both collected.
Cancer Pad Sewing: 60 were taken to the N.E. Cancer Services, 80 were brought back and 100 were ordered for September.
Cheer: President Reese encouraged members to send
cards and have visits with the shut-ins.

Ladies Aid/LWML Meeting
July 17, 2014
Seven members attended the 1 p.m. meeting.
President Kathaleen Reese opened the meeting
with prayer and special prayers asked for friend
Heidi. She continued then to read about the June
LWML convention theme “Sow the Word.” Ours
is no ordinary seed to sow. The seed gathering is
power packed. So how are we doing scattering
the seed?
Vice President Marty Williams lead the Mite Devotion. It was given for the Native-American
Outreach Training Center in Fairbanks, Alaska.
The need is $95,000. A 2-page Grant Story for
the Native American Outreach and a prayer guide
for mission grants was given to members.

Upcoming Dates: The Bake Sale is August 14-15 at
the Zion Garage Sale. It was accepted with a motion
by Marty Williams and 2nd by Joan Lane.
The Ladies Aid Guest Luncheon: August 21st at Lutheran Life Village-Pine Valley in Ft. Wayne, There
will be a 10:30 carpool at Zion. The (free) lunch is at
11:30 a.m. and will be followed by a tour of the facility. A room is provided if a meeting is also needed
afterward. Please tell Lois Duffy by Sunday, Aug.
17th if you are planning to attend.
LWML Sunday: is October 5th, the theme is
“Fragrance, Sacrifice and Offerings.”
The North Zone LWML Rally: It will be October
11th at St. Paul’s Lutheran Church in Ft. Wayne.

The Program: given by Sami Blomquist who lead the
Business Meeting: President Reese commented
Bible Study from the LWML Summer Quarterly. It
and showed recent Ladies Aid articles from the
was entitled “Out of Control.” Members read the
Post and Mail. The May secretary’s minutes were
accepted with a motion by Marty Williams and
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(Ladies Aid program continued0

After 2 years: Pharaoh
had two dreams. The
cup bearer remembered Joseph had interpreted his dream, so
he told Pharaoh and
Pharaoh called Joseph
to him. (God made all known to Joseph to interpret Pharaoh’s dreams). Egypt would have 7
years of plenty and 7 years of famine. Joseph told
Pharaoh how all could be handled for these times.
Even Pharaoh said Joseph was one in whom is the
spirit of God. All came about for the years of
plenty and the famine in Egypt and other areas
even into Canaan.

opening prayer. In Genesis chapters 37, 39 and 40
is the account of Jacob’s son Joseph and how
things were “out of control” for him. At age 17
and his father’s favorite son in
his old age, things became “out
of control” when he visited his
brothers in their grazing fields.
The brothers were very jealous
of Joseph and his coat of many
colors given to him by his father and they became angry
with Joseph because he told
them of his dreams that he would one day rule
over them. They put Joseph in a cistern and then
ended up selling Joseph to merchants traveling
nearby for 20 shekels. They took his “coat’ back
to Jacob with blood from a goat indicating he had
been killed.

Joseph sees his brothers again: They came at the
request of their father to get food and supplies for
their families. They came before Joseph and he
asked them many questions
about their family and sent
them back with all they
needed plus the silver they
had paid for the supplies that
they found in a sack. They
returned to Joseph again to
give back the silver in case
they would be caught with it.
Joseph brought them to his house and gave them a
dinner and asked that they bring back their
youngest brother Benjamin. At first they refused,
but then they did bring Benjamin even though
their father did not want him to go.

Joseph in Egypt: He was sold to the Captain of the
Guards, an officer of Pharaoh. Joseph found favor with his new master Potiphar (the Lord was
with Joseph, so he prospered) and eventually he
was given charge
of Potiphar’s
household and all
he owned. An
“out of control”
time came when
Potiphar’s wife
lusted for him and Joseph refused her and left fast,
but also left his cloak near her. She told her father
that Joseph had made sport of her. Potiphar put
Joseph in prison.

Joseph Reveals who he is: He told his brothers
that God had planned all that happened to him to
save lives using him even within the “out of control’ times. Joseph praised God and reconciled
with his brothers. Then he had the joy of having
his father brought to him and he gave them all a
place in Goshen to live nearby.

Joseph in Prison: (There the Lord showed Joseph
kindness) Joseph became a favorite of the prison
warden who made him to be in charge of those
held in that prison. Joseph had an opportunity to
help two prisoners, a cup bearer and a baker who
had dreams they could not understand. His interpretation meant the cup bearer would return to his
job and the baker would die. This did happen to
them.
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(Joseph’s story “out of control” continued)

Worship Service

Genesis 4, Matthew 15 and James 1: Tells how
sin specifically can influence the “out of control”
events in life.

SUNDAY
Sunday School—9:00 a.m.
Worship—10:15 a.m.
w/Communion
1st & 3rd Sundays

Romans 3, Ephesians2 and 1 John: Tell us who
experiences the effects of sin—everyone.
Faith Talk: The tools of the Holy Spirit to sustain
our faith until life’s end are psalms, hymns and
praise as seen in Colossians 3:16. In 1 Peter 3:21
we know that our Baptism saves us by the resurrection of Jesus Christ. Mark 14:22-25 tells us we
are sustained by the holy Spirit through the Lord’s
Holy communion instituted by Jesus as his living
sacrifice through his body and blood for our salvation.
The program was closed with the Lord’s Prayer
and the table prayer.

WEDNESDAY
Worship—7:00 p.m.
w/Communion
2nd & 4th Wednesday

Midweek Bible Study
@ Church 7:00 pm

At Fellowship time Apple Dumplings and Ice
Cram were served by Joan Lane and Kathaleen
Reese with members seated at a table decorated
with seashells. Marty Williams won the table
prize.

(Every Thursday)

Submitted by Lois Duffy, Secretary

ZION’S GARAGE SALE
BAKE SALE
August 14th—16th, 2014

by
Ladies Aid

Start setting up 9:00 a.m.
August 8-13
Anyone at anytime
are welcome to HELP!

Thurs. & Friday,
August 14th & 15th, 2014
(during Zion’s Garage/Yard Sale)
Helpers and Baked Goods are needed!!

We need workers on
the 14th, 15th and 16th
during garage sale.

Please bring items on Wed. evening
or Thurs. morning.
Please mark them “Ladies Aid”

Any questions you can call Jerry
at 248-8503 after Aug. 5th
(back from vacation).

If you would like to donate
and help with all the mission work
that the Zion’s Ladies Aid/LWML do.
Thank you!

Items can be put in gym along wall.
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Upcoming events include:
Promotion Sunday—August 17th
Rally Day—September
Oktoberfest—October

Sunday School Scoop
August 2014

Classes:
Cradle Roll: Birth—Age 3
Primary: Preschool—Grade 2
Preteen: Grades 3-6
Jr./Sr. High: Grades 7-12
Adult Class:

We are into the last month of Summer Sunday
School! Students can move into their next grade
level class in August as school begins August
13th.
Lessons for August:
3rd—”H2Oh! Safety: Built on the Rock”
10th—”Servant H2Oh!: Jesus Washes the
Disciple's Feet”
17th—”Meeting at the H2Oh!: Lydia is Baptized”
24th—”H2Oh! Rescue: Paul’s Shipwreck”
31st—”Living H2Oh!: The River of Life”

Pat Decker
Barb Knuth
Kenny Knuth
Katie Rittner
Pastor Phil

YOUTH CALENDAR

Missions:
Missions for July and August is supporting the
Liberian Children’s Ministry through New Life
Lutheran Church in Ft. Wayne. This ministry has
been able to help meet the physical, educational
and spiritual needs of over 3,400 children in 12
schools throughout rural Liberia this past decade.
Over 60% of rural Liberian children are not in
school and more boys than girls were receiving an
education until this ministry was founded in 2004.

August 2nd - Youth fundraiser!
Concert at courthouse
Need volunteers!
August 11th - Youth to Deep River
Water Park
August 16th - Youth fundraiser!
Concert at courthouse
Need volunteers!

VBS children collected $120.22 for Lutheran
World Flood Relief “clean-up” buckets. Each
bucket contains items to clean flooded homes, etc,
and costs $50 per bucket, plus a mop & broom.
Thank you to all who contributed!
S.S. STATS for June 2014
Class Attendance:
Primary—100% (banner class)
Preteen—80%
Jr./Sr. High—20%

CATECHISM CAMP
August 4th to 8th, 2014

Perfect Attendance:
Emerson Knuth

9:00 a.m. to 3:00 pm

S.S. Pins:
Mason Knuth earns his 6-year attendance pin!
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Good morning, Phil!
When I received the latest copy of the Zealant, I realized that it is time for another
update to be placed in the Zealant for the congregation's information and edification.
Here goes:
Dear members of Zion,
Happy Summer! I think we should all pause for a moment of thanksgiving that it has
finally arrived! I just wanted to update all of you on what is going on with the
Schneiders in Fort Wayne.
First, there is Josh. He is well on track to becoming a "musician of note," as well as
an "instructor of note." (No pun intended). He will be registering for another year of
classes soon at IPFW, but in the meantime, he continues to teach percussion in the
marching band programs at both Carroll High School and Norwell High School. He
is also working another part time job as a lifeguard/swim instructor at the Jorgensen
YMCA located in southwest Fort Wayne. He has also been invited to join the percussion staff at Notre Dame College in Ohio as their primary "quads tech." He will
also be moving soon! He will be sharing a house with another percussionist that he
teaches with.
Then there is Sarah. She has completed her second year at Southeast Tech. in Red
Wing MN! In addition to restoring and repairing band instruments, she can now repair and build guitars! She will be returning to Red Wing in the fall for one more semester of classes in advanced guitar building. She did not come home this summer,
as she has in the past, because she is currently interning with a music shop in Casper,
Wyoming! At last check, she was having a marvelous time, using all of her skills to
repair and maintain band instruments as well as to work on and set up guitars for
customers. She is also learning a lot of the tricks that make the work go faster which
they don't teach at school.
And finally, there is me. I have been re-accepted to the Seminary to start classes in
the fall! The schedule for now is to take two classes in the fall, leave in early December for vicarage for one year, then return the following November to complete
my last two quarters of classes. Needless to say, I am excited! One of the conditions
that was placed is for me to continue with my fieldwork congregation in Fort Wayne
until I am placed for vicarage and leave for that. In other news, I completed my internship with Bethesda Lutheran Communities on May 1. I am now going through a
household and lifetime of belongings, sorting and throwing away a lot of junk in
preparation for whatever comes next.
Rick Schneider
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The following Shut-In Members, in
Nursing Homes or those who are ill
(hospital or at home): Sami Blomquist, Barb Cotner, Linda Hobkirk,
Bill & Patricia Neidermeyer, Sharon
Reid, Tim & Sandra Rueger, Michael Sexton, Charles Stanley, Dorathy Ummel, Alberta Warnick and
Mary Wilkinson.
Those Serving in the Armed Force:

At

Jeffery Clark (Stateside),
Jessie Contreras (Stateside),
Chris Decker (Stateside),
Alex Hart (deployed MEU),
Joshua Rittner (Stateside)
Matt Shoda (Stateside),
Jason Weatherly (Stateside)
Dayne Zielinski (Stateside)

Zion Lutheran Church
Thursday, August 21
10:00 AM to 4:00 PM

Please call 1-800-733-2767
or go to redcrossblood.org,
sponsor code “umccolcity”
to schedule your
blood donation appointment.

SPECIAL PRAYER REQUESTS
for
Ruth Ryan’s family, Ruth went to be
with her heavenly father on
(7/11/2014).
. . . and anyone else we have
not mentioned that might be in our
hearts. . . . Lord, hear our prayers.
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SERVING IN AUGUST 2014
USHERS
3rd—Steve Smith
10th—Mike Gerbers
17th—Ralph Sexton
24th—Willie Scheumann
31st—Steve Smith

ALTAR GUILD
Verna Doehrman

BLOOD PRESSURE
???

ACOLYTES
3rd—Morgan Sawyer
10th—Payton Coons
17th—Chris Brooke
24th—Alisha Kimmel
31st—Logan Bachelder

3rd—?
10th—Lois Duffy
17th—Pat Decker
24th—Kathaleen Reese
31st—?

POWERPOINT

COFFEE HOUR

3rd—Larry Haugk
10th—?
17th—?
24th—?
31st—?

BIRTHDAY’S
2 Connie Forrester
2 Jeanine Slavicek
5 Michael Sexton
6 Ralph Sexton
10 Justin Yann
11 Austin Rittner
13 Jerry Lahrman
18 Jason Doehrman
18 Kenneth Knuth
19 Barbara Cotner
23 Jennifer Harter
23 Sharry Wiehe
23 Myra Hartman
24 Ashton Peppler
28 Rachel Degitz
29 Monica Koldyke

GREETERS

3rd—Gayle Goshorn
10th—?
17th—?
24th—?
31st—?

ANNIVERSARIES

30 John Pullen
30 Melanie Pressler
30 Joyce Reidt
31 Janice Klopfenstein
31 Andrew Hart

BAPTISMS

13 Phil & Jill Coons
14 Veryl & Debra Whaley
18 Gene & Janice Klopfenstein
20 John & Lois Duffy
20 Shawn & Sara Schuller
21 Matt & Rachel Degitz
25 Ronald & Melinda Puckett
26 Rev. Phil & Katie Rittner
31 Don & Jennie Childs
31 Steve & Betty Wilkinson

Logan Bachelder
Alisha Kimmel
Emerson Knuth
Jerry Lahrman
Nolan Lahrman

Rev. Phil Rittner - Cell Phone: 260-415-9078 (I text if you’d like!)
Home Phone: 244-5571

Email: revrittner@reagan.com
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AUGUST 2014
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri
1

3
S.S. 9:00 am
Worship w/Communion 10:15 am
Self-Analysis Surveys need to be
returned

4

10
S.S./Staff 9:00 am
Worship 10:15 am
Youth & Bd. of Ed. 11:15 am

11
Youth @ Deep
River Water Park

13
Wed. Evening
Service 7:00 pm
Elders after
service
Set up for garage sale
————————————————————————————————

14 Zion Garage
Sale 8am-5pm

17

18

21 Red Cross
In gym all day

Promotion Sunday

31

S.S./Staff 9:00 am
Worship 10:15 am
Trustee 11:15 am
New Member Welcome
S.S. 9:00 am
Worship 10:15 am

2
Youth Fundraiser
At Courthouse

Catechism
5
6
7
8
9
Camp 9am-3pm —————————————————————————————–————Wed. Evening
L.A. Sewing 9 am
Set up for
__________________
Service 7:00 pm
Garage Sale
Bible Study 7 pm

S.S. 9:00 am
Worship w/Communion 10:15 am

24

Sat

25
Zealant
Items
Due!

12
New Member/
Refresher Course
6:30 pm

19
Church Council
7:00 pm

20
Wed. Evening
Service 7:00 pm

15 Zion Garage
Sale 8am-5pm

Bible Study 7 pm

16 Zion Garage
Sale 8am-1pm
Youth Fundraiser
At Courthouse

22

23

29

30

L.A. Sewing 9 am
LWML @ LLV
for lunch
Bible Study 7 pm

26

27

28

New Member/
Refresher Course
6:30 pm

Wed. Evening
Service 7:00 pm

Bible Study 7 pm

