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ADVENT
JESUS GIVES US
PEACE JOY LOVE HOPE

Greetings in the Name of the Lord!
“Sunday, November 29th is the First
Sunday in Advent. The season of Advent
begins the liturgical year of the Church. It
is a season that exhibits a tension – a tension that underscores our Christian life in
the “now and not yet.”
During Advent we prepare to celebrate
the birth of Jesus Christ in Bethlehem. In
this season we look forward to looking
back at God’s humble yet dramatic action
when the Son entered into our world in
fulfillment of God’s promises and was laid
in a manger. It is a time of expectant joy
as we look forward to celebrating once
again the wonder of our Lord’s incarnation
– the fact that for our salvation the Son of
God came down from heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin
Mary and was made man. During Advent,
we look forward to looking back to the
birth of Jesus Christ during our celebration
of Christmas.
At the same time, as we prepare to celebrate our Lord’s first coming, Advent always points us forward towards our Lord’s
second coming on the Last Day. We are
reminded that the Son of God who came
humbly as a baby in a manger will come
again in glory and might. The God who
kept His promises in the Old Testament by
sending the Christ will also keep His
promises to bring about the consummation
of His saving work in the resurrection of
the dead and the restoration of creation.
Advent prepares us to celebrate Christmas and the “now” of our salvation. Christ has come and died for our
sins. He has risen from the dead and assured us that He has conquered
death. Because of this we stand justified –
forgiven – before God and we already know the verdict of the Last Day.
As Paul wrote, “Therefore, having been 1

justified by faith, we have peace with God
through our Lord Jesus Christ” (Romans
5:1). Already, now, we exist in a state of
peace with God because of Jesus Christ.
Yet Advent also reminds us that we are
still living in the “not yet.” We are still
awaiting Christ’s return when He will raise
the dead and restore creation. We are still
awaiting the “new heavens and a new earth
in which righteousness dwells” (2 Peter
3:13). Advent continues this theme from the
end of the liturgical year as we start into a
new year in the Church’s life. We end the liturgical year and begin the new liturgical year
of the Church in the recognition that we are
still keeping watch as we look forward to
Christ's return.
Advent underscores the “now and not yet”
of the Christian life. And so it is not surprising that it is characterized by two seemingly
contradictory attitudes: repentance and
joy. On the one hand, during Advent we recognize that we are people who still struggle
with sin. We are reminded that we too must
repent of all those things that would prevent
our Christmas celebration from being one that
is focused on Jesus Christ. This repentance
gives our worship a restrained tone. On the
other hand, Advent prepares us to celebrate
the gift God has already given – the dramatic
revelation of His saving love for us in the
flesh of Jesus Christ. In joy we prepare to
celebrate the peace God has given us in His
Son as we look forward to hearing the angels
sing on Christmas Eve, “Glory to God in the
highest, and peace to His people on
earth” (Luke 2:14; the opening line of the
Gloria in Excelsis).”
Advent and Christmas Blessings to all, and
I look forward to seeing you all in church!
Pastor Phil Rittner
Most of this is from a blog of a good friend of mine,
Pastor Mark Surburg, who is pastor at Good Shepherd Lutheran Church, Marion, IL.

Advent Services
Worship Services 7:00 pm
12/2 - 12/9 - 12/16
Advent Evening
Meals
at 5:30 pm

Christmas Services
12/20 Sunday Service
Congregational Christmas Celebration
w/Communion 10:15 am

12/24
Christmas Eve
Candlelight
w/Communion
Service 7:00 pm
12/25
Christmas Day
w/Communion
Service 9:00 am
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Year to date Youth, $1,225.93, Church
$2,874.26, for YTD total of $4,100.19.
Also discussed: there was an excess of
$15.81 from the AED fund it will be
moved into the general fund.
It was also decided that a memorial stone
for Harriet Redman be made and placed
beside her husband at the front of the
church.
Also discussed was that enough funds be
moved from memorials be transferred to
meet District pledge.
There was discussion of the Lemburg Legacy fund who has the authority to move
monies with in the fund, this will be
looked into.
Steve Smith made the motion to accept the
report and Joyce Reidt 2nd, motion
passed.

Council Minutes
November 17, 2015
Kenny Knuth called the meeting to order.
Pastor Robinson from District gave the
opening prayer and shared devotions from
Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23 and also 1 Peter
2:9-10.
Minutes:
Kenny Knuth called for a motion to accept
the minutes from the October Voters Assembly. Peg Brooke made the motion and
Steve Smith 2nd, the motion carried.
Receiving Treasures Report:
Karen Scheumann gave the receiving
treasures report, as follows: Budgeted Receipts $6,264, Non budgeted receipt $271,
Total offering $6,535. Joyful response
$110, Thrivent $25, Interest $1.74 for a
total $671.74 cash received.
Kenny asked for a motion to accept the report as presented. Steve Smith made the
motion and Ralph Brooke 2nd, motion
passed.
Disbursing Treasure Report:
Jill Coons gave the report as follows
checking/savings: Lake City Bank checking $2,700.72, savings $2,434.27, Joyful
Response checking $998.26, Lemburg
Legacy $71,620.46, Youth District account, $296.26, Youth checking $926.22,
and Youth savings $7,861.61 for a total of
$109,038.43. It was also noted that the
furnace loan has been paid off.
Profit and loss for October 2015, Youth
$460.39, Church $2,548.20, for a total of
$3,008.59.

Elders Report:
There were no transfers to report, the Elders had not met for the month.
Trustees Report:
Kenny Knuth gave a Thank you to Jerry
Lahrman for cleaning the gym floor.
The new building should break ground by
November 20, 2015.
Board of Outreach:
Peg Brooke gave the report. The AED has
been hung by the mailboxes.
On Nov. 16th a short DVD was presented
to the congregation after the service.
The grant for the May 21, 2016 Block
Party had been sent in and an acknowledgement of receipt was received. An answer on the grant should be received by
3

(continued on next page)

(Council minutes continued)

Pastor’s Report:
No Report.

Late January 2016, a copy of the grant will
be hung in the High School room. This
year we’re being asked to sponsor The
Light House for our Christmas giving tree.
The tree will be across from the mailboxes.

Unfinished Business:
The new equipment to record church services has arrived, but is not yet installed.
Ralph Brooke made a motion to adjourn
the meeting with a 2nd from Steve Smith.

Board of Education:
Kenny Knuth read the report. Kenny
called the meeting to order with 7 members present, the minutes for the October
meeting were approved.
Sunday school report for October: Students 6 and Adults 15.
Missions: Sept./Oct. the Wittenburg project collected $227.00.
Nov./Dec. will be WLAB 88.3 Star Radio
Station.
Jan./Feb. 2016 Whitley County Energy
Assistance.
March/April 2016 The Light House.
Pastor will be starting a light hearted Bible
Study for couples on Saturday after the
first of the year.
Dec. 6th the church will be decorated for
the holiday season any help will be appreciated!
There will be a door offering on Nov. 29th
and Dec. 6th for the children’s Christmas
treats. Patsy Decker will once again put
the treat bags together. The Congregational Christmas Celebration has been set
for Sunday, Dec. 20th.
The next meeting will be Dec. 13th.

Pastor Rittner gave closing prayer.
Respectively submitted
Joyce Reidt (Sec.)

Worship Services
SUNDAY
Sunday School—9:00 a.m.
Worship—10:15 a.m.
w/Communion
1st & 3rd Sundays
WEDNESDAY
Worship—7:00 p.m.
w/Communion
2nd & 4th Wednesday

Rev. Phil Rittner
Cell Phone: 260-415-9078
(I text if you’d like!)
Email: revrittner@reagan.com

Stewardship Report:
None.
Board of Youth:
Jill Coons said that they are trying to put a
New Year’s Eve Party together. Also the
possibility of a Saturday Cookie Bake in
order to support our Coffee Hour.

ADVENT
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REPENTANCE
OF OUR SINS

Ladies Aid/LWML
November 19, 2015

ADVENT

Seven members attended the 1 pm meeting. President Kathaleen Reese opened
the meeting using an LWML Thanksgiving
prayer for God’s many blessings.

PREPARING
SPIRITUAL
ANTICIPATION
IN OUR HEARTS
FOR THE COMING
OF JESUS CHRIST

The program “Living Thanksgiving” was
taken from an article “Devotions from the
Heart” in a Thanksgiving Ideals magazine.
Presenters were Gloria Nimtz and Joan
Lane. Bible passages Colossians 2:6&7
and Ezra 3:11 were read by Gloria Nimtz.
Both passages emphasize how important it
is to praise and give the Lord our thanks
for his love and goodness is still forever.
Joan Lane read the “Living Thanksgiving
article: Our children are taught to do the
proper thing—to say thank you for figs
given to them or to send a note of thank
you. These are certainly important, but,
perhaps a more meaningful expression of
thanks is to live in such a way that our actions and attitude reflect the gratitude in
our hearts.
The Bible shows us how King Solomon
built the greatest temple as an offering of
thanksgiving to God. After that temple
was destroyed by invaders, it was not rebuilt for 400 years. The Ezra supervised
the 2nd one. Again all of Israel praised
and thanked God. Gloria Nimtz read from
Luke 7:36-50: Jesus was anointed by a
woman who had lived a sinful life. She
had followed Jesus into the Pharisee’s
house where Jesus was invited. Jesus had
to explain to Simon, the Pharisee that she
was giving him gratitude for his love and
forgiveness. Jesus also told Simon the account of 2 debtors who had their debts
cancelled by the money-lender. How
grateful they both must have felt. Then
Jesus turned to the woman there with
them. He admonished Simon because he

had not shown him such love and gratitude
as she did. He also told him, he who has
forgiven little, loves little. How so we
should live our lives with acts of devotion
and compassion. We may not be able to
build a grand temple, Bit we can build hope
in others by lending a hand when they are
in need. We can donate time, money, or expertise to projects that train people to rebuild their own lives. Jesus has said whatever we do for the least of his children, we
do for Him. We should show our empathy
with acts of kindness. Listen to those who
are lonely, in grief and despair. We need
not limit our thank you’s to notes or phone
calls. Let our gratitude for what God has
done for us to spill over into lives of others.
This is an example of thanksliving. Joan
read the closing prayer.
Business Meeting:
The secretary’s October minutes required a
correction: It was to read Linda Grant as
president of the LWML North Zone. Also
Deloris Alman as secretary of the North
Zone. The correction was approved with a
motion by Maxine Lott and 2nd by Marty
Williams. The Treasurers report is the
same as October.
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(continued on next page)

“Give thanks in all circumstances, for this
is God’s will for us in Christ Jesus. Live
a life of thankgiving and thanksliving.

(Ladies Aid/LWML continued)
Committees:
The 6 quilts and box of soap were taken to
the Lutheran World Relief truck on October 17th in Ft. Wayne by Kathaleen Reese.
Jennie Childs continues to gather and prepare the Stamps for Missions. Ten cancer
pad sewers will be attending the Volunteer
Breakfast on December 4th.

Joan Lane gave out the Christmas bags
and cards for shut-ins. Members will deliver these after Thanksgiving.
Members read a poem together entitled
“A Time for Thanksgiving.”
The meeting was closed with the Lord’s
Prayer and the table prayer.
At fellowship members found a Thanksgiving table theme. A variety of muffins
were served by Gloria Nimtz and Joan
Lane. Marty Williams won the table
prize.

Acclamation:
President Reese and Lois Duffy have accepted the offices of president and secretary for the next 2 years.
Bake Sale:
The Valentine February 14t, 2016 sale will
be before and after church on that Sunday.

Submitted by Lois Duffy, (Sec.)

Correspondence:
Received was a note from a child confirmed — thanking for the key chain gift.
It was unsigned.

Totally Turkey
1. Every Tom, Hen and Turkey. Male
turkeys are called toms and female turkeys are called hens. Only toms make the
distinctive “gobbling” sound.
2. What a big bird. The costume that
“Big Bird” wears on sesame Street is rumored to be made of turkey feathers.
3. Run, Turkey Run! Wild turkeys can
run for a short distance up to 55 miles per
hour and can run up to 20 miles per hour.
Commercially raise turkey can not fly.
4. Ben Franklin: A Turkeys Best
Friend. In a letter to his daughter, Ben
Franklin proposed the turkey as the official bird of the United States.
5. Turkey isn’t just a country. In 2012,
the average American ate 16 pounds of
turkey. It’s no surprise that turkey consumption has increased 104% since 1970.
6. #1 turkey producer. Minnesota is
considered the top turkey producing state
in the US (according to the U.S. Census
Bureau).

Post and Mail Article:
President Reese showed the article about
the October meeting, LWML Sunday and
about the LWML North Zone Rally.
LWML Lutherhaven Retreat:
The dates are Jan. 22-24.
Kathaleen read a devotion:
Thanksgiving devotion entitled “God Is So
Good.”
Thanksgiving is every day not just on the
holiday. From our hearts we can have a
feast every day on all God has provided
for us and continues to provide for us. We
can have joy, peace and a truly grateful attitude that comes from knowing God loves
us and provides daily for us. In Philippians 4:19 it says “Every good and perfect
gift is from above.” In Thessalonians 5:18
6

Sunday
School
Scoop
December 2015
The Board of Christian Education welcomes Katie Wilkinson aboard as PreSchool Sunday school teacher. She will be
working with children ages 3-6.
December’s lessons will begin the Winter
Quarter of Growing in Christ series:
6th—”The Birth of John Foretold”
13th—”The Birth of Jesus Foretold”
20th—”Mary Visits Elizabeth”
27th—”The Birth of John”

Our Wittenberg Project totaled $227.00 for
educating pastor’s in Germany that will share
Christ’s saving grace to a country that will be
reminded of Martin Luther’s crusade many
years ago.
The missions project for Nov./Dec. is supporting the Christian radio station, WLAB
88.3FM located at the campus of Concordia
Theological Seminary in Ft. Wayne.
Thank you all for your continued support of
our Sunday School reaching out to those
close by and abroad to share Jesus’ love and
salvation for all!

On December 20th during the 10:15 a.m.
worship service, we will have a special
Congregational Advent & Christmas Celebration. We will have scripture readings,
holiday hymns, and special music. Please
invite your families and friends to prepare
for the coming of the Christ Child.
Door offerings will be taken on Nov. 29th
& Dec. 6th for Children’s Christmas Treat
bags that will be given out Dec. 20th.
Patsy Decker will be in charge of the project again this year.

YOU ARE INVITED TO
LADIES AID ANNUAL
CHRISTMAS PARTY

Sunday School Stats —October 2015
Class Attendance: Preteen Class-Banner
Class 100%; Primary Class—75%.

December 17, 2015
12:00 noon
at
Tri Lakes Restaurant
CSR 9 at curve at Shriner Lake

Perfect Attendance: Emerson and Mason
Knuth.

Bring a $3-5 gift for gift exchange

Sunday School Missions that was taken
for Rev. Horne last summer will be donated to the Whitley County Energy Assistance. With the turmoil accuring with his
Christian Ministry in New Guenie, the
check was not sent to him.
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ALL LADIES INVITED
Enjoy food—fun—fellowship!
For reservations and more info
Call Kathaleen Reese 260-327-3911

Mary Martha Altar Guild
Peg Brooke took the minutes due to Betty’s
absence.

The Mary Martha Altar Guild met on Saturday, November 7, 2015. President
Verna Doehrman opened the meeting.
Peg read the minutes from the Aug 8th
meeting and the minutes were approved
as read.

The Mary Martha Altar Guild met on Saturday, August 8, 2015.
Pastor opened meeting with prayer and
study of Romans 1.
Pastor advised there will be no one confirmed this year. Upcoming events were
Rally Day (Sept. 13) and LWML Sunday
Oct 1 in which the LWML banner will be
used.

Old Business
The cast iron Advent wreath options were
discussed and it was decided to give the
wreath to the Concordia Seminary. They
will give it to a church that needs one.
Peg will get with Katie and see if she
would be willing to take it there.
A light has been purchased for the Altar
Guild room and is in use.
Verna’s daughter, Rachel Degitz, will start
refreshing the flowers in January.
Peg put into the council a request for a
new linen. A payment voucher will be
filled out and given to Jill Coons for payment. It was decided on Concordia since
they make length needed. Cross toward
the front of linen. Verna will order.

Old Business
The Altar Guild will request money from
memorials for a fair linen to replace the one
with a hole.
Peg brought up the Block Party to be held
May 21, 2016 asking members to help with
the activities.
New Business
Discussion was on old flower arrangements. Verna told us her daughter, Rachel
Degitz, would be able to rearrange and refresh the ones we have.
Pastor Phil closed with prayer.

New Business
Mary Sexton had new rods made to help
with hanging banners. Also purchased
and mailed a thank you to Tom Aldrige
for making them.
Need Advent candle up by the 28th for
Advent on the Nov 29th.
Dec 13th Christmas program. Need to
have decorations done. Altar Guild
would like to see the handmade Crimsons
hanging on the trees in place of bulbs this
year. Crimsons are symbols of our Christen beliefs.

Submitted by Peg Brooke
for Betty W.

ADVENT
BE WATCHFUL
BE ALERT

Meeting closed with prayer.
Faithfully submitted, Betty Wilkinson
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Christmas Flowers to Decorate
the Sanctuary

COFFEE HOUR
While you’re baking cookies, breads, muffins, etc. this holiday season; remember
coffee hour here at church. Bring in some
of those extra baked goods and put them in
the kitchen freezer.

If anyone would like to cheer up the
sanctuary with flowers for Christmas,
you’re more than welcome to do so!!
(Make sure your name are on them.)

Thank you!

It can be a potted plant or a cut flower
arrangement. The choice is yours.
Please have them at church before
December 23rd and place them in the
Library.
You may take them
home anytime after
Sunday, Dec. 25th
Christmas Day!

A Song Was Heard At Christmas
by Timothy Dudley-Smith

A song was heard at Christmas
To wake the midnight sky.
A savior’s birth and peace on earth
And praise to God on high.
Thank You!

The angels sang at Christmas
With all the hosts above.
And still we sing the newborn King
His glory and his love.

A special “Thanks” to all who contributed
to our different “Mission Projects”
throughout the year. Your participation
was appreciated.
Bless You All!
Zion Ladies Aid/LWML

May the spirit of Christmas
bring you peace,
The gladness of Christmas
give you hope,
The warmth of Christmas
grant you love.

ADVENT
PRAY
BE THANKFUL

~Author Unknown
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The Oaks:
Patricia Neidermeyer
Renaissance Village:
Dorothy Ummel
Peabody Home (Memory Care):
Alberta Warnick
North Ridge Village Nursing and Rehab
Center:
Bob Gallmeyer

SPECIAL PRAYER
REQUESTS
for

Summit City Nursing and Rehab:
John Duffy
Those at home:
Sami Blomquist, Linda Hobkirk, Jim Jackson, Bill Neidermeyer, John Pullen, Wayne
Reese, Tim & Sandra Rueger, Willie &
Karen Scheumann, Jeannine Slavicek, and
Michael Sexton

. . . and anyone else we have not
mentioned that might be in our
hearts. . . . Lord, hear our prayers.

Those Serving in the Armed Forces:
Chris Decker, Alex Hart, Joshua
Rittner, Jason & Ashley Weatherly
and Dayne Zielinski

ADVENT
ANTICIPATION
FOR HIS SECOND COMING
10

SERVING IN
DECEMBER 2015

BIRTHDAY’S
3 Zane Lepper
6 Wilmer Scheumann
6 Janet Jackson
7 Brian Brooke
8 Richard Lane
10 Joshua Schneider
16 Justin Bachelder
17 Jason Gomez, Jr.
19 Cooper Steele
22 Rev. Phil Rittner
29 Donald Gilbert II

USHERS
6th—Ralph Sexton
13th—Mike Gerbers
20th—Steve Smith
27th—Mike Gerbers

ACOLYTES
6th—Ryan Bills
13th—Emma Mullett
20th—Mason Knith
27th—Shianne Brooke

GREETERS

ANNIVERSARIES

6th—Wilkinson’s
13th—Lois Duffy
20th—Pat Decker
27th—Kathaleen Reeese

12 Kurt & Gayle Goshorn
26 Donald & Judy Gilbert

COFFEE HOUR
6th—Wilkinson’s
13th—Pat Decker
20th—
27th—

BAPTISMS

ALTAR GUILD
Peg Brooke

THE MESSAGE OF ADVENT IS:
GOD MAKES HIMSELF
KNOWN TO US.
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Adalynn Branning
Tabitha Frick
Linda Gerbers
Daniel Knuth
Lydia Kyler
Julie Pressler
Gretchen Pressler
Lindsey Lepper
Zane Lepper
Sara Sawyer
Wilmer Scheumann
Bryan Sexton
Kim Yann

28

21

14
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Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday
2
Life Line in gym

Thursday
3 Ladies Aid
Sewing 9 am

10

Advent Meal 5:30 pm, Bible Study 7 pm
Service 7 pm
Service 7 pm
9

Advent Meal 5:30 pm,
Service 7 pm
Bible Study 7 pm
Elders
16
17 LWML
Christmas Party @
Tri Lakes
Advent Meal 5:30 pm,
Service 7 pm
Bible Study 7 pm

No Bible Study

31
New Year’s Eve
Service 7 pm

No Bible Study

24
Christmas Eve
Service 7 pm

Council 7 pm

30

No Wed. Evening.
Service

23

29

22

15
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DECEMBER 2015
Sunday

6 2nd Sunday of Advent
S.S. 9 am
Worship w/Communion 10:15 am

13 3rd Sunday of Advent
S.S. 9 am
Worship 10:15 am
Bd. of Ed. 11:30 am

20 4th Sunday of Advent
S.S. 9 am
Congregational Christmas
Celebration Worship w/
Communion 10:15 am
27
S.S. 9 am
Worship 10:15 am

No Wed. Evening.
Service

11

4 LWML
Cancer Volunteer
Breakfast in Ft.
Wayne

19
Outreach 10 am

12

5

Saturday

18

26

Friday

25 Christmas Day
Service 9:00 am

Office closed

December 17, 2015
12:00 noon
at
Tri Lakes Restaurant
CSR 9 at curve at Shriner Lake
Bring a $3-5 gift for gift exchange
ALL LADIES INVITED
Enjoy food—fun—fellowship!
For reservations and more info
Call Kathaleen Reese 260-327-3911
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CHRISTMAS PARTY
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