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I’ve been thinking… what do I say at the end of this year; or do I emphasize the 
beginning of the new year?  Last year wasn’t so special.  Perhaps to some it was 
great; but to others it might have been awful.  But in the year of our Lord, it 
truly was another year in Paradise! 
 

We could all ponder several thoughts about the past year: how do you feel about 
your last year? did your life change or stay the same? anything happen you’re 
proud of?  was there a great challenge? anything you would have done 
differently? any life lessons learned? did you set any new goals or achieve any 
past goals? 
 
Someone, a long time ago, once said: “sometimes you have to look back in 
order to understand the things that lie ahead.”  Sounds a little like having 

to study history or being doomed to repeat it.  But then that could be too 
depressing; better to move ahead and try to do better!  Eh?  
God’s Word speaks a great deal about the future.  Not that we shouldn’t 
remember and study the past, we most certainly should!  And we ought to 
carefully review all the high moments and the lows!  But what exactly does 
Scripture say about your future?   
 
I know right off you’re well aware that heaven is for you!  As redeemed, chosen, 

adopted sons and daughters of Christ, heaven IS our home!  The Bible speaks a 
lot about your future here in this life too.   
 
Remember that old Catechism test question: “which Commandment has a 
promise attached to it (concerning this earthly life?)”  It’s the 4th Commandment.  
Ephesians 6:2-3 says, “Honor your father and mother” (this is the first 
commandment with a promise), “that it may go well with you and that you 
may live long in the land.”   
 

Zion Lutheran Church, 101 E. North St, Columbia City, IN  
Phone: (260) 244-5513 Tonya Stanford, Secretary 

 E-Mail: zionccdq@gmail.com 
   Web Page: http://www.zionlutherancc.com/index.html 

Facebook: www.facebook.com/ZionColumbiaCity 
 

 

 

mailto:zionccdq@gmail.com
http://www.zionlutherancc.com/index.html
http://www.facebook.com/ZionColumbiaCity


Romans 15:13 says, “May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in 
believing, so that by the power of the Holy Spirit you may abound in hope.”  
With that hope given by the Holy Spirit we can do anything in the days to come!  
Joshua 1:9: “Have I not commanded you? Be strong and courageous. Do 
not be frightened, and do not be dismayed, for the Lord your God is with 
you wherever you go.”   
 
At the end of Matthew’s Gospel, Jesus gave one of the most important promises 
as we look at the years to come.  He said, “… behold, I am with you always, to 
the end of the age.” It matters not where you might be; wherever you might go; 
whatever you’re doing; whomever you’re with – Jesus is always there right with 
you!  Will there be some changes in the new year?  I hope so!  Our faith will ever 
be strengthened each day in God’s Kingdom!   
 
Now, looking towards the New Year, 2022, we could then ask similar questions: 
are you excited about the new year? what changes are you hoping for in the new 
year; or what should stay the same? are there any particular goals you’ve set to 
accomplish in the new year? 
 
The prophet Jeremiah wrote, “For I know the plans I have for you, declares 
the Lord, plans for welfare and not for evil, to give you a future and a 
hope.  Then you will call upon me and come and pray to me, and I will hear 
you.  You will seek me and find me when you seek me with all your heart.  I 
will be found by you, declares the Lord.” 
I sure hope and pray I get to see you, soon! 
Pastor Phil Rittner 
 
p.s. My office working hours beginning in this new year will be: 
 Sunday Mornings (of course!) 

Wednesdays from 9:00 AM till 3:00 PM (except for Lent, with mid-week 
worship services starting again on Ash Wednesday, March 2nd) 

 Thursdays from Noon till about 9:00 PM (following Bible Study) 
Pastor is always available by appointment or for emergencies: simply 
call, text, or email me!  Your calls or texts NEVER are bothersome, no 

matter the day or hour!  Pastor needs to know if you or a loved one goes 
into the hospital or anyone needs special prayers or visits! 

 
Board of Directors Meeting 

December 21, 2021 
 

 

Meeting called to order by President Ralph Brooke with four (4) members (Ralph, Chuck, David 

E., and Katie), and one (1) ex-officio member (Pastor Rittner) present.  

 

Pastor Rittner opened the meeting with a reading from Luke 1 and prayer. 



Minutes: Chuck Cooper made a motion to accept the November Board of Directors Meeting 

minutes printed in the December Zealant with no correction.  David Easterday seconded the 

motion.  The motion passed. 

 

Receiving Treasurer:    The report is not finalized at the time of the meeting. 

 

Disbursing Treasurer:  The report is not finalized at the time of the meeting. 

 

Katie Rittner mad a motion to report the Receiving Treasurer and Disbursing Treasurer reports 

ending November 30, 2021 along with the reports ending December 31, 2021 at the January 2022 

meeting.  The reports were not ready due to illness.  David Easterday seconded the motion.  The 

motion passed. 

 

Elders:  There was no meeting held in December. 

 

Average attendance   November 54 

    Thanksgiving Eve 12 

 

Trustees: 

The backdoor (double glass door) lock is broken.  The part has been ordered by the locksmith and 

will be installed when it arrives. 

Phil Coons has been talking to a contractor to get on the schedule to repair/replace the handrail on 

the front walkway. 

Tim Crutchfield is working on the pew cushions with a local vendor to get a quote. 

 

Board of Education:  No Report 

 

Board of Christian Outreach:  No Report 

First Sunday Coffee has returned!  Please join us for coffee after worship January 2, February 6, 

March 6, April 3, May 1. 

 

Board of Stewardship:   Praise the Lord for His goodness and blessings! 

 

Board of Youth: No Report 

 

Pastor: 

Working on trying to figure out how to slow down.  Hours beginning in January will change to 

Wednesday, Thursday and Sunday.   I will always be available for emergencies 24/7, weddings 

and funerals. 

 

Rev. David Easterday is helping Pastor with shut-in visits. 

 

Unfinished/Old Business:   

 

None 

 



New Business:   

 

Ralph Brooke received a request from Heifer International to donate an animal.  Pastor is looking 

into it and will follow up with the Board of Directors. 

 

With no further business, Chuck Cooper made a motion to adjourn.  David Easterday seconded the 

motion.  The motion passed and the meeting was adjourned. 

 

Pastor Rittner closed the meeting with the Benediction. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Katherine (Katie) Rittner, Recording Secretary 

    

 

LADIES AID 
  

The Ladies Aid completed the year by sending Christmas cards and small magnet gift to all Zion’s 

sick and shut ins. 

 

110 completed cancer pads were returned to Cancer Services of N.E. IN.  The Volunteer Breakfast 

was unable to be held again this year, so a drive thru to pick up gifts was done on Dec. 3. The gifts 

for our 10 sewers was a nice hot and cold drinking container. 

  

We were able to have our annual Christmas Party Dec. 16
th
, again at Tri Lakes Restaurant. 

Seventeen Ladies from Zion, Living Waters, Columbia City, and South Whitley 

attended.  Our special “Ladies Aid Jingle Bell “ song was sung by all and then a short program on 

“Christmas Trees” was given by Kathaleen Reese after the meal.  Jan Gleason conducted the gift 

exchange.  A special gift kit made by Marty and Linda Williams was given to each person present.  

Mary Metzger also gave each person a hot chocolate Rudolph mix.  A very enjoyable time was 

had by all present. 

  

LOVE, THAT’S WHAT IT’S ALL ABOUT 

 

I think that we shall always see,  God’s gifts upon our Christmas tree.  You cannot touch them 

with your hand, yet they are there at your command.  There’s JOY and FAITH and HOPE 

renewed.  There’s LAUGHTER for a happy mood.  There’s GRATITUDE for each new day, a 

time to think, a time to pray.  The Christ idea with holy light, shines clear to make your pathway 

bright.  These things are yours if you can see   GOD’S GIFTS UPON YOUR CHRISTMAS 

TREE 

 

There will be NO sewing in the month of January. We will resume in February weather 

permitting.              
  

SERVING WITH GLADNESS 
 
 



 

SPOTLIGHT ON ZION’S MARY MARTHA ALTAR GUILD 

 
We extend an open invitation to those who may be interested in participating in our group 

activities. 

 

Here at Zion the Mary Martha Altar Guild continues to provide a service by preparing the linens, 

filling the candles with oil, and setting up the altar for worship services, including baptism and 

communion.   We also assist at funerals and weddings.   At Easter we fill the sanctuary with lilies 

and flowers by funds donated, and at Christmas we help in decorating the church, including aisle 

candles for the candlelight service. 

 

If you would like to donate flowers to be put on the altar for a given Sunday to signify a special 

occasion, such as, a birthday or anniversary, we have provided a sign-up sheet in the narthex.  The 

only exception is during the Lenten season.  We can assist you with the process. 

 

As a group we meet four times a year, with meetings in February, May, August and November.  

Our current members are Marty Williams, Betty Wilkinson, Mary Sexton, Peg Brooke and Verna 

Doehrman.  Please fill free to ask any of us if you have any questions or if you would like to join. 
 

       

 

  

 

 

 

  
 

 

  

  

 

Linda Hobkirk 

Zane Lepper 

Pastor Phil Rittner 

Katie Rittner 

3 Jack & Joan Lane 

8  Scott & Christine  

          Woodhouse 

2   Mason Knuth 

4   Christopher Decker 

4   Nikki Harris 

4   Levi Hartman 

6   Caleb Decker 

7   Phil Coons 

13 Dyllynn Lepper 

15 Spencer Rossow 

16 Bradley Hart 

17 Sandy Barrett 

17 Sandra Rueger 

24 Scott Woodhouse 

30 Mathieu Hartman 

30 Harper Zielinski 



 

Please remember in your daily prayers: 
 

Sandra Barrett, Lois Duffy, Linda Hobkirk, Maxine Lott, Bill Niedermeyer, 

Willie & Karen Scheumann, Janice Klopfenstein, Jeannine Slavicek, Jack & 

Joanne Lane, Ralph & Barbara Keiper, Lynn Kyler, Ralph Brooke, Ralph 

Sexton, Steve Smith, Tonya Stanford & Judy Gilbert. 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

Thank you to Marty Williams for polishing the old communionware located in the glass display 

area next to the gym. ~~ Altar Guild 

 

A Special Thanks to the Altar Guild & Jerry Lahrman for decorating our church so beautifully 

during this Holy Season~~ Many Members 

 

 

HIGHLIGHTING UPCOMING EVENTS 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Beginning January 1, Pastor Phil will be changing his days and hours in his study at church to 

Wednesday, Thursday and of course Sunday.  Other hours will be available by appointment.  As 

always, Pastor Phil is available 24/7 for emergencies and for funerals and weddings. 

 

2021 Giving Reports - Anyone interested in receiving a giving report for 2021 tax purposes 

please contact Chuck Cooper (email to hchuckcooper@gmail.com or call/text at 614-

353-6961). The system used for previous years is not being used any longer, but 

records are available manually from the current system. Please allow a couple of 

weeks for reports this year. 

 

The 1
st
 Blood Drive of 2022 will be on January 11

th
 10a-3pm. 

 
Go to redcross.org to register for a 

donation time.  

 

The Concordia Theological Seminary KANTOREI will lead music for the season of the 

Epiphany at Concordia Theological Seminary Kramer Chapel on January 19
th

, 2022 at 5:00 pm. 

The Kantorei is a men’s choir of 16 students studying for the pastoral ministry at Concordia 
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Theological Seminary, Fort Wayne.  Directed by Kantor Kevin Hildebrand.  For more information, 

visit www.ctsfw.edu.  Flyer on bulletin board for other dates and times. 

 

Life Line Screening, the nation’s leading provider of preventive health screenings, will offer 

affordable, non-invasive and painless health screenings at Zion Lutheran Church on Wednesday, 

January 26, 2022.  

 

There are 5 vital screenings being offered for only $139 and take 60-90 minutes to 

complete. Register by calling toll free 1-888-653-6441, text the word "circle" to 797979 or online 

at https://llsa.social/HSC. 

 

Life Line Screening, the nation’s leading provider of preventive health screenings, will offer 

affordable, non-invasive and painless health screenings at Zion Lutheran Church on Wednesday, 

January 26, 2022.  

 

A package of five screenings to identify risk for stroke, heart disease and other chronic conditions 

will be offered: 

 

Carotid Artery Screening (Plaque) 
An ultrasound is performed to screen the carotid arteries (a pair of blood vessels in the neck that 

deliver blood to your brain) for buildup of fatty plaque. This buildup, called atherosclerosis, is one 

of the leading causes of stroke. 

 

Peripheral Arterial Disease Screening 

An Ankle-Brachial Index (ABI) test is performed using blood pressure cuffs on the arms and legs. 

It is important to screen for PAD because it increases the risk of coronary artery disease, heart 

attack, or stroke.
1 

 

Abdominal Aortic Aneurysm (AAA) 

An ultrasound is performed to screen the abdominal aorta for the presence of an enlargement or 

aneurysm. AAA can lead to a ruptured aortic artery, which is a serious medical emergency. 

 

Atrial Fibrillation 

A 6-lead electrocardiogram (EKG) is performed by placing sensors on the arms and legs to screen 

for Atrial Fibrillation. AFib can lead to blood clots, stroke, and heart failure, and other heart-

related complications.
2 

 

Osteoporosis Risk 

An ultrasound is performed to measure the shin bone for abnormal bone mass density. This can 

help assess the risk of osteoporosis, a disease where bones become weak and brittle. 

 

These 5 vital screenings are offered for only $139 and take 60-90 minutes to complete.  

Register by calling toll free 1-888-653-6441, text the word "circle" to 797979 or online 

at https://llsa.social/HSC 
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JANUARY 2022 
   

       

 

        

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
26   27   28   29   30   31   1   

              

              

              

              

              

2  COFFEE after Worship 
TODAY 3   4   5   6   7   8   

9:00 am Sunday School     No Wed Service until Lent 7pm Bible Study     

10:15am Worship w/              

 
Holy Communion     Pastor Office Hours Pastor Office Hours     

1130am Board of              

Outreach             

9   10   11   12   13   14   15   

9:00 am Sunday School       7pm Bible Study     

10:15am Worship w/ 
Holy Communion  

  Blood Drive  Pastor Office Hours  
Pastor Office 
Hours 

    

1130am Board of    redcross.org  

        

  Education   10am - 4pm         

1130a Elder's Mtg             

16   17   18   19   20   21   22   

9:00 am Sunday School   
7:00 pm – Board of 
Directors Meeting 

  7pm Bible Study     

10:15am Worship w/ 
Holy Communion  

    Pastor Office Hours Pastor Office Hours     

9:00 am Sunday School       
  

    

              

              

23   24   25   26   27   28   29   

9:00 am Sunday School       7pm Bible Study     

10:15am Worship      LIFE LINE 
  

    

1130am Board of      Pastor Office Hours Pastor Office Hours      

Youth             

              

30   31   Notes                                         
9am Sunday School         

 
              

 
  

10:15 am Worship                        
 

  

Matins                        
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