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Greetings in the Name of the Lord! And, Happy New Year! I’d first want to express my sincere disappointment 

we did not conduct our Christmas Eve Candlelight Service, nor our Christmas Day worship service. The 

weather simply didn’t cooperate. Much had been planned to praise God in song and worship, as well as the 

work of our ladies in the Altar Guild preparing the Chancel in the bright white paraments of the season of 

Christmas; and as I write this note – Holy Communion remains ready upon the Altar for the tired, poor 

miserable sinners so in need of our Lord’s body and blood. It was a long, sorrowful couple of days at this 

joyous time of year for your pastor… for the greatest joy I have discovered in my life has been to lead God’s 

dear children in worship, sharing God’s divine Word with them, and to administer His Holy Sacraments as He 

has called me to do here in this place… this place my wife and I call home. God be with each and every one of 

you as we begin this New Year in the company of our Lord here at Zion Evangelical Lutheran Church of 

Columbia City, Indiana.  

I’d also like to make myself available to anyone in the congregation desiring a home visit from your pastor. 

(This has been and will continue to be of avail to everyone, anytime!) We can share scripture and Christ’s Holy 

Meal together, privately. I and the Elders enjoy deeply our visitation time out with our shut-ins and hospitalized 

folks; and we’d be delighted to share time with anyone wishing us to do so!  

Now. As had been requested by a couple of folks, I’m reprinting below what was my “sermon” from December 

17th during our Congregation’s Christmas Celebration. I had written this for our celebration back in 2016, but 

alas, the weather didn’t cooperate then either. I hope you enjoy!  

 

Text Matthew 1: 18 – 25  

This ‘tis the 3rd week of Advent, and within every pew, A child of God rests waiting, for gifts… old and of 

new. The church is prepared, adorned all pretty and bright, For that most holy of days, and of course Christmas 

night! 
 

You see… a ruling was made, not sure as to just why… That all were to be registered – even pigs in a sty. So, 

off – out he went; with Mary his bride Joseph, to Bethlehem, right there by her side.  
 

Caesar had ruled, ‘you must now go at this time…’ ‘go home to your land and get into line!’ The angel had 

said, not to fear nor to dread, That God would provide, for the Baby a bed.  
 

The old and the young, all together they pray, Our Lord Jesus soon born, might sleep on the hay.  Both Mary 

and Joseph, they traveled so far, Indeed it’d been better, if they’d just had a car!  
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mailto:zionccdq@embarqmail.com
http://www.zionlutherancc.com/index.html


 

Now Joseph was young, his life had no strife; He then asked the young Mary – if she’d be his wife. Upon 

wonder and wonder, how could he have known? That Mary was pregnant – for the Spirit had sown!  
 

Joseph… himself – was frightened and scared To be unmarried…have a child he dared???? The angel did say 

‘of course he’d be fine! “Take her as wife! God is with you this time!”  
 

So…Keeping Mary as spouse, Joseph took heed, To give birth to our Savior, the Spirit did plead. A very just 

man, and meaning no shame, He was convinced he would guard Him and give Him THE Name. 
 

It all then took place, just as the prophet decreed, For God knew our world was oh so deeply in need. Sin had 

run rampant, as the people all fought; It was sure then to be, God’s creation for naught.  
 

The decree had been made, the registration on earth; But the Baby was ready, it was time for the birth! They 

searched and they sought, for a room they could stay… Mary feared and she fraught, for there could be no 

delay!  
 

She gave birth to her firstborn, and wrapped Him all tight, It was a magical and marvelous…just wonderful 

feeling that night! The virgin had given’ birth; as the angel had told, Now Joseph and cows, a beautiful baby 

behold!  
 

A multitude of hosts, full of heavenly song, Praised God in His glory, for peace on the earth and righting the 

wrong. They all cheered and they prayed, and they sang out one verse… A Savior is born! Thus lifting the 

curse!  
 

To some, near and far, this story is old; But how true that it’s one that is repeatedly told. The grace God had 

shown on this glorious night, The shepherds beheld, with all glee and delight! 
 

They too ran with haste, a Baby to behold(!); The truth of God’s Word began to unfold. To others and all, the 

shepherds did say What they witnessed God do for all mankind that day. 
 

Immanuel is born; means God with us! They said. The Shepherd of all God’s children, asleep in that bed! Many 

wondered and worried, ‘bout what was their part But Mary just smiled and treasured it all in her heart.  
 

Now, I know it’s still Advent, and continue it must! Let not our joy over gifts and trees be a bust. The true 

reason for the season is plain as its true, That Christ walked among us was nothing quite new. 
 

God has loved us so much, I’m certain to read; Each time I feel low, or lonely in need… We’ll hear all God’s 

Word and share in His peace, His Son, our Lord, can only increase!  
 

This sermon is lame, I’m sorry to say… But it’s what God asked me to give you this day. To understand His 

peace is not really hard, And it seldom is found inside some Christmas card. 
 

As we explore what God promised us long, long ago – We delight in this season (as often it would snow!) 

Whether young or whether old, remember this line: As wise men from far had hoped for their time. 

  

God blessed us with a child, His only Son, our Lord That we’d all be together, all… in one accord. We’d share 

His peace; we’d spread the Word, Do not let this vision… ‘er come blurred. 
 

The joy that you feel, even after this quote – Is one that I hope will not end on this note! You see it is 

Christmas(!), a time full of joy About the real birth, of one baby boy. 

  

In years long gone, when I… was much younger still, I’d pray for true peace, if… only God will. I have seen 

with my eyes, His glory before… It’s which I share with this poem… for you all galore. 

 

 



 

God be with you this day, as we worship and pray; I ask Him Lord Jesus…He’d continually stay. That we’d 

listen to Him and obey His commands And drop from our wants, our damning demands. 
 

So get up on your feet! And repeat after me: Give glory to God! For all eternity! This Christmas I swear, I’ll do 

as I’m told! For a child I am…however I’m old! 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Kenny Knuth opened the meeting with members present. 
Pastor read a devotion from Luke chapter 2 and opened with prayer. 
 
Minutes: Joyce Reidt made a motion to accept the October minutes as printed in the Zealant, Steve Smith 2nd 
and the motion passed. 
Steve Smith made a motion to accept the minutes of the November Special Voters Meeting as printed in the 
Zealant, Chuck Cooper 2nd and the motion passed. 
 
Receiving Treasurer: Chuck Cooper gave the report. 

October 2017 
Unrestricted Receipts 

$9009.00 YTD $75,614.56 
Total Restricted/Misc Receipts 
$615.75 YTD $20,042.85 

Dividends 
$301.69 YTD $3081.50 

Interest 
$1.35 YTD $15.52 

Total Receipts 
$9927.79 YTD $98,754.43 

 
Pastor Rittner made a motion to accept the October report as presented, Joyce Riedt 2nd and the motion 

passed. 
 

November 2017 
Unrestricted Receipts 

$7760.00 YTD $83,374.56 
Total Restricted/Misc Receipts 
$1322.80 YTD $21,365.65 

Dividends 
$307.00 YTD $3388.50 

Interest 
$1.39 YTD $16.91 

Total Receipts 
$9391.19 YTD $108,145.62 

Joyce Reidt made a motion to accept the November report as presented, Judy Gilbert 2nd, and the motion 
passed. 

 
Disbursing Treasurer: Jill Coons gave the report. 

October 2017 
Unrestricted Funds 

December 17, 2017 



$852.38 
Youth Accounts 

$13,282.67 
Restricted Funds 

$18,844.51 
Lehmburg Legacy 

$79,411.20 
(market value 9/30/2017 $78,187.00) 

Net Revenue: 
General Budget 

$-381.14 YTD $-746.48 
Non-Budgeted Reimbursed 

$-469.74 YTD $13,219.12 
Youth 

$-24.47 YTD $1629.63 
Total 

$-875.35 YTD $14,102.27 
Chuck Cooper made a motion to accept the October report as presented, Pastor Rittner 2nd and the motion 

passed. 
 

November 2017 
Unrestricted Funds 

$2193.77 
Youth Accounts 

$12,982.85 
Restricted Accounts 

$14,974.86 
Lehmburg Legacy 

$79,683.16 
(market value as of 10/31/2017 $789,408.53) 

Net Revenue 
$1187.25 YTD $440.77 
Non-Budgeted/Reimbursed 

$-3571.69 YTD $9647.43 
Youth 

$0.18 YTD $1629.81 
Total 

$-2384.26 YTD $11,718.01 
Jill Coons noted that we are approximately $-2500.00 in meeting our 2017 District Pledge. 

Chuck Cooper made a motion to accept the November report as presented, Judy Gilbert 2nd, and the motion 
passed. 

 
Elders Report: Steve Smith gave the report. 

November 2017 
1. 2 letters were sent to members that were previously contacted in January 2017 that have shown no 

interest in attending any of our services, or making contact with us. 
2. Pastor Rittner spoke about a seminar Conference he attended in Fort Wayne (the church/mental 

health/and the Lutheran Foundation). 
3. Average attendance for October 2017, Sundays: 61  Mid-week 12. 
4. Discussed the congregational roll of members. 
5. Went over our current list of Shut-in members. 
6. Up coming times for Holiday Services. 

Sunday, Dec. 24 10:15 am 
Sunday, Dec. 24 7:00 pm 
Monday, Dec. 25 9:00 am 
Sunday, Dec. 31 10:15 am 



Sunday, Dec. 31 7:00 pm 
7. Lydia Childs will be baptized on Christmas Day. 
8. Average attendance for November was: Sundays 59  Mid-week 12. 

 
Trustees Report: Kenny Knuth reporting. 
Dan Knuth is in the process of finding someone to do wiring for the handicapped doors and also the shed.  
Once wireing is done, new door openers will be installed. 
Dan also met with insurance agent on December 13, 2017 to get quotes for church insurance. 
 
Board of Education: Judy Gilbert gave the report. 

November 2017 
Barb Lahrman opened the meeting with 5 members present. 
Opening Devotion: Lord’s Prayer. 
Minutes: were approved. 
Sunday School Report: Attendance October 2017  Adults: 19 and Students: 18. 
Missions: We collected $256.09 for missions for Sept./Oct. and also received donations of $232.00 from the 
Chili Supper for a total of $488.09 will be sent to LCMS World Relief/Hurricane Relief. 
Nov./Dec. Will be the same as Sept./Oct. 
Pastors Report: none 
Library Report: none 
Old Business: Oktoberfest went well.  We had about 70 people enjoy fellowship, good food, great weather and 
fun decorations.  Thank You Kenny and Barb Knuth for hosting.  You do a fantastic job! 
Exploring Gods Promise will be our theme for the Christmas Program on Dec. 17th.  Judy Hart will be helping 
with music. 
New Business: We discussed VBS for 2018. 

December 2017 
Barb Lahrman opened the meeting with 7 members present. 
Opening Devotion: Luke 1:46-55, Psalm 98. 
Minutes: November minutes were approved. 
Sunday School Report: Attendance for November 2017:  Adults 18 and Students 18. 
New Sunday School materials were started.   
The children made 50 Christmas Cards for our shut-ins. 
Missions: So far, we have collected $234.56 for LCMS World Relief.  This is for Nov./Dec. 
Our mission project for Jan./Feb. 2018 will be Whitley County Energy Assistance. 
Pastors Report: Lydia Childs will be baptized on Dec. 25, 2017. 
Library Report: none 
Old Business: Exploring Gods Promise will be the theme of our Christmas program on Dec. 17, 2017. 
New Business: Jesus baptism will be on January 7, 2018.  We discussed what to serv for breakfast that day. 
Installation of officers will be January 14, 2018. 
Barb Lahrman presented a plaque to Chris Woodhouse for the library.  The plaque reads: Chris’s Corner, 
made by Michael and Callie Braun. 
 
Stewardship: Jill Coons. 
Our new tithing envelopes are being manufactured now.  They will be delivered to our home each quarter.  We 
are also trying to set up on-line giving and giving via text. 
 
Pastors Report: 
Another canvasing session will be held April 14, 2018 with the help of St. Johns Lutheran Church and the 
Seminary.   
We will have a Baptism on Christmas Day. 
We are in contact with Rev. Dennis Goff with the Lutheran Foundation to set up a church based mental health 
program. 
 
Old Business: none 
 
New Business: 



 
Pastor has spoken with Dan Knuth about the hiring of a replacement for Cheryl due to her retirement effective 
April 1, 2018. 
Joyce Reidt wishes to Thank everyone who helped with the funeral dinner on Dec. 11, 2017.  107 people wee 
served +/-. 
 
With no other business Jill Coons made a motion to adjourn, Judy Gilbert 2nd, and the motion passed. 
The meeting was closed with the Benediction. 
 
Respectively submitted Joyce Reidt (sec.) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Chris’s Corner 
If anyone has pictures or articles from 2017 church events, please drop them in the picture box on top of the 

library desk for inclusion in the yearly photo album.  (Make sure to write on back what event it was.) 

 

Recent acquisition – The Life and Times of Martin Luther. 

This beautifully illustrated, colorful children’s book follows Martin Luther from his birth (he was eight when 

Columbus sailed in 1842!) through the Reformation, and to his death.  The Life and Times… gives a basic 

introduction to the theological views of the Catholic church from his day to contrast Luther’s message of God’s 

grace. 

The book is best suited for children 8+ for independent reading, and younger children it’s an enjoyable read for 

adults as well (I can vouch!)  Located in the Lutheran History section. 

I’m excited to be able to share this wonderful library with you all.  I’ll be sharing more great books in the 

Zealant, but don’t wait to find your next great read!  Stop by the library before or after church to browse or feel 

free to ask for recommendations! 

(A big shout out to Michael and Callie Braun and the Board of Education for the newest wall hanging.  Super 

job!) 

Chris Woodhouse 

 

 
 
 

 

We (Zion) are in the process of looking for a new secretary. 

 

(As you might know Cheryl has decided to retire at the end of March 2018.) 

The Trustee’s would like to open the process  

to anyone here at Zion in the congregation first  

or if you know of someone to kindly let  

Kenny Knuth, Dan Knuth or Cheryl (present secretary) know. 
 



                                                                                                
  
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Jesus’ Baptism is celebrated January 7th.  Breakfast snacks will be provided by the Board of Christian Education 

during the Sunday School Hour (9:00 – 10:00 a.m.) 

 

Lessons for January: 

7th – “Dorcas” 

14th – “Peter and Cornelius” 

21st – Peter’s Escape from Prison” 

28th – “Paul’s First Missionary Journey” 

 

Sunday School Missions has been supporting the LCMS Disaster Relief Fund through December 2017. 

January & February’s collection will support the Whitley County Energy Assistance Program for those in need 

of help for heating their homes. 

 

Sunday School STATS – November 2017 

Class Attendance: High School – 81.3% (Banner Class!); Upper Elementary – 80%; Catechism Class – 75%; 

Preschool/Kind. – 68.8%. 

 

Perfect Attendance: Kaden Decker, Emerson Knuth, Caleb Decker, Mason Knuth and Zachary Wilburn. 

 

Sunday School Pins: Mason Knuth – 9 year pin! 

  SCOOP 
January 2018 

Happy New Year – wishing all a healthy and peaceful 

2018! 

Thanks to all participating in “Exploring God’s Promises” 

program on Dec. 17th.  The service was a wonderful 

celebration of the coming birth of Christ.  The special 

music was beautiful and the scripture readings by the 

congregation added to the festivity.  Thank you to Patsy 

Decker for the Christmas Treat bags for the children. 

 

Zion will be celebrating 

Jesus’ Baptism on 

Sunday, January 7th.  

The Sunday School will 

be recognizing 

baptisms in the Sunday 

School opening at 9:00 

am, followed by some 

refreshments before 

dismissing for classes.  

Please join us! 
 



 

 

The Ladies Aid had two special events during the month of December.  On December 1st, six ladies attended the 

Volunteer Appreciation Breakfast at Cerutis’ in Ft. Wayne, given by Cancer Services of N.E. Indiana.  After a 

delicious sit down breakfast of ham, scrambled eggs, hash browns, fruit, juice and coffee, all the different 

volunteer groups were recognized  -  Zion for its sewing of cancer pads.  This was followed by a program given 

by the Summit City Chorus.  Each volunteer present was given a small led flashlight as a symbol that volunteers 

are the shining stars of Cancer Services, and that life seems brighter when you have a shining star to help fight 

the way.  Those attending were: Marty Williams, Mary Metzger, Jan Gleason, Judy Lortie, Sharon Disbrow, 

and Kathaleen Reese. 

 

On December 21st, fourteen ladies attended the Annual Ladies Aid Christmas Party held at Tri Lakes 

Restaurant, which was decorated very festively.  Guests were welcomed and after a few jokes and riddles and 

the Table Prayer all enjoyed a meal of their choice.  Following the lunch, all sang the “Ladies Aid Jingle Bell 

Song”.  This was followed by the History and Religious Significance of the holiday flower, the Poinsettia, given 

by Kathaleen Reese.  She also read a poem entitled “Poinsettias”.  The group then read responsively, “Take  

 

Time” which included taking time for friends, to work, play, think, read, laugh, love, dream, pray, and worship.  

Jan Gleason conducted the gift exchange matching numbers on individual poinsettias to numbers on the 

packages.  Each person received an individual poinsettia.  The program closed with the reading of a “Christmas 

Prayer’ by R.L. Stevenson and the closing prayer in unison.  Linda Williams gave each person a unique sleigh 

present made of candy.  Everyone enjoyed the special time together.  Members and guests included: Marty & 

Linda Williams, Jo Woods, Jennie Childs, Maxine Lott, Karen Bickle, Dixie Goodrich, Nancy Love, Gloria 

Nimtz, Dona Rhubrake, Mary Metzger, Jan Gleason, Kathaleen Reese and surprise guest Lois Duffy. 

 

Hand made wooden ornaments and Christmas cards were sent to Zion’s sick and shut-ins. 

 

 

 

 

                                  POINSETTIA   PROGRAM – LADIES AID – DEC. 21, 2017 
You can find a poinsettia ‘s scarlet, star-shaped leaves everywhere you turn during the holidays. Poinsettias are 

one of the most popular Christmas decorations around, with more than $200 million in sales every holiday 

season. In the United States, December 12 is National Poinsettia Day. 

Many mistake the poinsettia’s leaves as flower petals, but the flowers are actually the smaller, yellow buds in a 

poinsettia’s center. These “bracts- the upper portion of the leaves – are famously red, although they actually 

bloom in a variety of hues, such as pink, white, and yellow. Poinsettias, also known as the “lobster flower” or 

“Mexican flame leaf”, bloom in December, making them an ideal holiday flower. 

The tropical shrubs, which have about 100 different species and reach heights of up to 12 ft. tall in their natural 

habitat.  The Aztecs used to dye clothing and cure fevers with them. They were also used in Aztec religious 

ceremonies since they considered the color red a symbol of purity. They grow in warm tropical climates. In the 

“language” of flowers, red, white or pink poinsettias symbolize good cheer and success and are said to bring 

wishes of celebration. 
 

The plant gained popularity in the 1820’s largely thanks to Joel Roberts Poinsett, who was appointed the first 

U.S. ambassador to Mexico. He was an avid botanist and wandered the countryside in Mexico looking for new 

species of plants. He discovered a beautiful shrub by the side of the road. He took cuttings of the shrub and 

returned to his greenhouse in S. Carolina. This shrub turned out to be the poinsettia.  Although Poinsett was an 

outstanding congressman and as an ambassador, he will always be remembered for bringing the poinsettia to the 

United States.  
 



 

What does a poinsettia have to do with Christmas? One interpretation of the plant is as a symbol of the Star of 

Bethlehem, the heavenly body that led the three wise men to the place where Christ was born.  The star shaped 

leaf symbolized the Star and the red color represents the blood sacrifice through the crucifixion of Jesus. It is 

also known as the flower of the holy night., and Christmas flower. It is also the December birth flower. 

This winter flower’s association with Christmas comes from a Mexican legend. The legend is t old that a child 

with no means has to take a gift to the Christmas eve church service. Being penniless, the child picked weeds 

from the side of the road. The congregation witnessed a miracle when the weeds turned into     beautiful red and 

green flowers on the altar. These weeds, of course, turned out to be the poinsettia, our popular Christmas 

decoration. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                                       
 

 

 

Year End Reports!   

 

  Attention all Committee’s  

yearend reports will  

  be due Sunday, Jan. 21, 2017 

 

  Cheryl has put your committee minutes  

in your mailbox.   

 

The chairman or secretary of each  

  committee should go over these minutes  

and highlight the important things  

from the past year.  

 

  Then get them back to Cheryl  

so she can start working on them  

for the Year End Report. 

 

  Also need reports from Pastor,  

Council President and Dispersing Treasurer. 

 

- -   -   -   -   -   - 

 

Church Mailboxes   

  Please check your mailboxes for  

Christmas cards and gifts.   

Also with the New Year here,  

please clean out your mailboxes! 
 

THANK YOU’S 
 

Willie and Karen Scheumann would like to 

THANK those who helped out at the funeral 

dinner for their granddaughter Hailey.  

Ladies in the kitchen, men doing tables and 

chairs, Zion for use of the gym and everyone 

who donated food for the funeral. 

 

A special “Thank You” to the Sunday School 

children for the lovely Christmas cards they 

made and the puzzles sent. 

God bless you all.   

Wayne Reese 
 

A BIG Thank You to all who donated for our 

Christmas Family this year! 

Bd. of Outreach 
 



                                                                                    
 

January 12-13, 2018 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Peabody Home (Memory Care): 

Alberta Warnick 
 

Brookdale (Assisted Living): 

John & Lois Duffy 

 

Those at home: 

Tom Auer, Linda Hobkirk, Gene 

Klopfenstein, Dortha Marsh, 

Bill Niedermeyer, John Pullen, 

Wayne Reese, Tim & Sandra 

Rueger, Willie & Karen 

Scheumann, and Jeannine 

Slavicek. 
 

Those Serving in the Armed 

Forces: 
 

Joshua Rittner, Jason & Ashley 

Weatherly and Dayne Zielinski 

 

Worship Services 
 

SUNDAY 

Sunday School—9:00 a.m. 

Worship—10:15 a.m. 

w/Communion 

1st & 3rd Sundays 

 

WEDNESDAY 

Worship—7:00 p.m. 

w/Communion 

2nd & 4th Wednesdays 
 

 

SPECIAL PRAYAER 

REQUESTS 

for 

 

. . . and anyone else we have not mentioned 

that might be in our  

hearts. . . . Lord, hear our prayers. 
 

and 

Cookie 

Bake 



 

 

                     
 

 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                

JANUARY 
 

 

 

SERVING AT CHURCH                                    

 

Ushers 

 7th – Steve Smith 

14th – Ralph Sexton 

21st – Steve Smith 

28th – Ralph Sexton 

 

Acolytes 

7th – Hailey Braun 

14th – Ethan Wilkinson 

21st – Emma Mullett 

28th – Kirby Coons 

 

Greeters 

7th – Kathaleen Reese 

14th –  

21st – Pat Decker 

28th –  

 

Altar Guild 

  
 

 

 

 BIRTHDAY’S     

 2 Mason Knuth 

 3 Jared Wilkinson 

 4 Christopher Decker 

 4 Levi Hartman 

 6 Caleb Decker 

 7 Phil Coons 

 9 Hailey Braun 

11 Trenton Pease 

12 Maddox Lahrman 

15 Spencer Rossow 

16 Bradley Hart 

17 Sandy Barrett 

17 Sandra Rueger 

19 Belinda Peppler 

25 Larry Haugk 

26 Callie Braun 

28 J. Wayne Reese 

29 Michael Braun 

30 Mathieu Hartman 

BAPTISMS          

Justin Bachelder 

Brian Brooke 

Jennie Childs 

Linda Hobkirk 

Janet Jackson 

Angela Kimmel 

Zane Lepper 

Katie Rittner 

Rev. Phil Rittner 

Ashton Steele 

ANNIVERSARIES 

 
 

3 Jack & Joan Lane 

Thursday @ 7 p.m. 



 

Did You Know This About the Disciple Matthew? 

 

• Matthew’s name means “Gift of God”. 

• Some consider him to be the author of the Gospel Matthew, but that is unlikely. 

• Matthew was a strong follower of Jesus. 

• He is often identified with “Levi” the converted tax collector mentioned in the 

Gospels of Mark and Luke. 

• Matthew was a tax collector before Jesus called him to follow him. 

• Tax collectors were not well liked and were often considered dishonest.  But Jesus 

knew Matthew was an honest man. 

 

 

 

                 
 
 

 

Church Closing Information:  In the event bad weather strikes and we must cancel church services or 

activities: please tune to WOWO Radio or watch WANE-TV, channel 15 out of Fort Wayne for information 

about Zion having services or not.  This has worked well in the past - but if you may still wonder whether or not 

we'll be here, feel free to call pastor! 

 

Bible Trivia Questions:  

1. Whose mother placed him in an ark of bulrushes? 
2. For how many days and nights did it rain in the story of the flood? 
3. What was special about Jesus’ Mother? 
4. Who gave gifts to Jesus when he was a young child? 
5. What happened to Jonah after he was thrown overboard? 

Keep Praying – it sure helps… 

Thank you so very much for all the Get-Well 

cards and now the Beautiful Christmas 

Greetings.  

 I’m doing great but the eye doctor told me to 

avoid people because of colds & flu, so here I 

am – at home doing decorations, cards, 

wrapping some gifts (stuff I had left over from 

other years – over bought!!!) 

Christmas Blessings and God is Great! 

Love you! 

Joan & Jack Lane 



 

JANUARY 2018 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 
       

1 

New Year’s 

Day Office 

Closed 

 

Pastor’s day 

off 

2 3 

Wed. Service 

7 pm 

 

 

 

 4  Ladies 

Aid 9 am 
 

LWML 6 

pm 
 

Bible Study 

7 pm    

 

5  6 

Pastor’s day 

off  

7    Baptism of Jesus 

S.S.  9:00 am 

Worship w/Communion 

10:15 am 

Outreach 11:30 am 

8 

Pastor’s day 

off 

9 

 

10 

Wed. Service 

7 pm  Elders  

 11    
 

Bible Study 

7 pm 

12 

Youth  

Lock-in and 

Cookie 

Bake ------- 

13 

Pastor’s day 

off 

 

--------------- 

14 

S.S.  9:00 am 

Worship 10:15 am 

Installation of Officers 

Bd. of Education 11:30 

am 

 

15 

Pastor’s day 

off 

16 

Council 

Meeting 

7 pm 

 

17 

Wed. Service 

7 pm   

18    Ladies 

Aid Sewing  

9 am 

 

 Bible Study 

7 pm 

19 

 

20 

Pastor’s day 

off 

 

21 

S.S.  9:00 am 

Worship w/Communion 

10:15 am 

 

22 

Pastor’s day 

off 

Zealant 

     Items 

        Due!!! 

23 

 

24 

Wed. Service 

7 pm 
 

 

 25   

 
 

Bible Study 

7 pm 

 

26 

 

27 

Pastor’s day 

off 

 

Youth  

Tobagan?? 

28 

S.S.  9:00 am 

Worship 10:15 am  

Youth 11:30 am 

29 

 

30 31 

Wed. Service 

7 pm 

   

 

Answers to Bible Trivia:   

1. Moses   2. Forty   3. She was a virgin   4. Wise men / magi   5. He was swallowed by a 

great fish. 

 



 

 

 

No items turned in: 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 


