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In our Lord’s parable of the vineyard workers,
the vineyard owner says to those who worked
the longest, “Or do you begrudge my generosity” (Matthew 20:15)? It’s an unfortunate translation. It’s not wrong, but it doesn’t give us the
full picture. What the vineyard owner actually
says is this: “Or is your eye evil because I am
good?” Earlier in Matthew’s Gospel, Jesus said,
“The eye is the lamp of the body. So, if your
eye is healthy, your whole body will be full of
light, but if your eye is bad, your whole body
will be full of darkness. If then the light in you
is darkness, how great is the darkness” (Matthew 6:21–23).
This statement comes right in the middle of our
Lord’s teaching about giving. He said, “Do not
lay up for yourselves treasures on earth,
where moth and rust destroy and where
thieves break in and steal, but lay up for
yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither
moth nor rust destroys and where thieves do
not break in and steal. For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also. The eye
is the lamp of the body. So, if your eye is
healthy, your whole body will be full of light,
but if your eye is bad, your whole body will be
full of darkness. If then the light in you is
darkness, how great is the darkness! No one
can serve two masters, for either he will hate
the one and love the other, or he will be devoted to the one and despise the other. You
cannot serve God and money” (Matthew 6:19–
24).
Having an evil eye does not let in the light. Having an evil eye means that we are so focused on
what we don’t have, that we are unable to rejoice
in what God has given us. An evil eye makes us
distressed when we see others prosper. It makes
us rejoice when others suffer. An evil eye makes
us so love ourselves and our money, that we
don’t want to share with others; we don’t want to
give of what we have because we are so focused
on keeping what we have and getting what we
don’t.

Whereas a good eye is an eye that lets the light in
so that our lives are filled with it. This light shines
upon all that we have and reveals that it comes
from our Father’s divine goodness and mercy. A
good eye that lets in the light, unencumbered by
the darkness, so that we have a good will, a benevolent disposition, and a genuine happiness to
see others prosper and the desire to be part of it.
Jesus came to give you a good eye and to take
away the darkness that fills your life. Christ our
Lord, through His death and resurrection, has forgiven your sin, removed your evil eye and given
you new eyes that let in His light and truth. “For
you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,
that though he was rich, yet for your sake he
became poor, so that you by his poverty might
become rich” (2 Corinthians 8:9).
The reality is that you have all that you need and
more. You have the love of God in Christ Jesus.
You have the forgiveness of sins and life everlasting. You have house and home, all that you need
for this body and life. So, lay up for yourselves
treasures in heaven, where moth and rust do not
destroy. And you will see that your hearts will follow, just as Jesus promised.
Though these are the summer months, and our attendance at church sometimes dwindles as folks
take those well-deserved vacations and trips…its
important we remember the church must go on,
despite whether we’re here or not. Oftentimes
members make arrangements ahead of time before
leaving town for their offering and tithes to get to
the church.
Blessings on your summer fun! Rejoice that
Christ has taken your sin and cast His light of forgiveness upon you!
See you in church!
Pastor Phil Rittner

Council Minutes
6/21/2016
Ralph Brooke called the meeting to order with 6
members present.
Pastor Rittner read from Mark 12 “How to
Love,” and gave opening prayer.
Ralph Brooke asked for a motion to accept the
minutes from the May meeting as printed in the
Zealant. Steve Smith made the motion with a
2nd from Chuck Cooper the motion carried.
Receiving Treasurer: Chuck Cooper
Budgeted Receipts: May 2016
General Offering $8374.85
Joyful Response $125.00
Thrivent $58.00
Total Budgeted Receipts $8557.85
Non Budgeted Receipts $1166.46
Dividends $320.26
Interest $1.43
Total Receipts May 2016 $10,046.00
Kenny Knuth made the motion to accept the report as submitted Joyce Reidt 2nd, the motion
passed.
Dispersing Treasurer: This was tabled until
the July Voters meeting.
Elders Report: Steve Smith
There were no transfers in May.
A readers program will start in the fall, volunteers being taken.
Discussion of The Doxology Conference in November in San Antonio TX.
Raney Jae Clark will be Baptized Saturday, May
21, 2016.
Church attendance for April—Sundays 62, Midweek 13.
June Report: There will be a special door offering July 10 to go towards the LCMS National
Convention.
Shasta and Easton Childs were baptized June 10,
2016.
Jasper Lawrence Foldenauer will be baptized
July 10, 2016
Discussion of the brightness of the overhead projector system was held.
Average attendance for May: Sundays 58, Midweek 11.
Board of Education: Judy Gilbert
Barb Lahrman called the meeting to order with 6

members and 1 guest present.
Minutes for the May meeting were approved.
Sunday School Report: attendance for May: Adults
15, Students 7.
Missions for May/June is Right to Life a total of
$210.76 has been received to date.
Pastors Report—None.
Library Report—None.
Old Business: Day time VBS was discussed this
years Mission project will be Armed Forces Chaplain Ministry. Evening VBS was also discussed.
New Business: Budget needs to be submitted to
Stewardship committee.
Board of Outreach: Ralph Brooke
They will be selling pork burgers during the parade, also VBS material for both day-time and evening.
In August an event will be held for the youth, Peg
and Jill will meet after Old Settlers.
September will be a Spaghetti Dinner open to the
public.
Proceeds for pork burger sales will be used to fund
future events.
The block party was a great success, and thank you
cards have been sent.
Chuck Cooper has arranged for porta potties to be
available during the parade.
Stewardship: no report.
Youth: Busy at the corn dog wagon.
Pastor’s Report: no report
Old Business:
Pastor reported that he has 2 couples interested in
the November Doxology Conference—Ralph &
Peg Brooke, and Phil & Jill Coons. Pastor will
book airfare for himself and both couples.
New Business:
Pastor opened discussion of replacing our copier.
The present copier was purchased November
2007. A new copier will be $7650.00 this includes
trade in of old machine. Lease prices are as follows, 48/month—$171.68, 60/month—$443.06.
We will submit a grant request for this purchase.
Pastor to submit more information at July voters
meeting.
With no other business Steve Smith made the motion to adjourn Kenny Knuth 2nd, motion passed.
Pastor closed with the Benediction.
Respectively submitted Joyce Reidt (sec.)

Pork burger Sale at Old Settlers. Thank you to all
who helped: Dick & Monica Koldyke, Kim Yann,
Ralph, Brian & Christopher Brooke.
V.B.S. Barnyard Roundup – Thank you to our
teachers and helpers who worked hard to put this
week together for our children and friends!
THANK YOU to all who helped out at the corn
dog wagon at Old Settler’s Day!

CATECHISM CAMP
We will be having
Catechism Camp
July 5th—8th
and
July 11th—15th

New Member Welcome
and
Thank You Potluck
Sunday, July 24th
after worship service

Ladies Aid Knotting
and Sewing Cancer Day
June 22, 2016
Those attending were: Kathaleen Reese, Marty
Williams, Jennie Childs, Mary Metzger, Lois
Duffy, Lee Rhodes, Maxine Lott, Jan Gleason
and guest Carolyn Volz. A luncheon followed at
11:30.

9:00 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.
Lunch will be served
If anyone knows a
6th, 7th or 8th grader this fall
that would like to attend,
please let Pastor know!

Red Cross
will be here again in August on
Thursday, Aug. 18th.

Life Line Screening
will be here in October
Tuesday, Oct. 4th

Worship Services

SUNDAY
SCHOOL
SCOOP
July 2016
We begin the second month of Summer Sunday
School as children learn about praying, praising and
giving thanks to our Heavenly Father:

SUNDAY
Sunday School—9:00 a.m.
Worship—10:15 a.m.
w/Communion
1st & 3rd Sundays
WEDNESDAY
Worship—7:00 p.m.
w/Communion
2nd & 4th Wednesday

July 3—”The Baptism of Jesus”
10—”Zacachaeus”
17—”Paul and Silas in Prison”
23—”Job”
30—God Provides Manna and Quail”

The Oaks:
Patricia Neidermeyer

The 13 summer lessons help students search 13
Bible stories to learn about the Lord’s Prayer.

Renaissance Village:
Dorothy Ummel

The Sunday School missions project for May and
June is supporting Whitley County Right to Life.
The total collected is $300.47! Thank you for your
contributions to this local ministry.
Missions project for July and August is teaming up
with daytime VBS’s mission of the LCMS Armed
Forces Ministry.

Peabody Home (Memory Care):
Alberta Warnick

Upcoming events for July will be a new adventure.
We are offering a Vacation Bible School in the
Evening from 6:30 to 8:00 pm, July 18th—20th.
Please pray for this event and bring family, friends
and neighbors!

Those at home:
Isabelle Fuller, Linda Hobkirk, Jim Jackson,
Gene Klopfenstein, Phyllis Meyer, Dortha
Marsh, Bill & Patricia Niedermeyer, John
Pullen, Wayne Reese, Willie & Karen Scheumann, Dorothy Ummel and Alberta Warnick.
Those Serving in the Armed Forces:
Chris Decker, Alex Hart, Joshua
Rittner, Jason & Ashley Weatherly
and Dayne Zielinski

SPECIAL PRAYER
REQUESTS
for
Rittner Family
Sami Blomquist went to be with her Father in
Heaven. (Sami was Katie Rittner’s mother.)

. . . and anyone else we have not
mentioned that might be in our
hearts. . . . Lord, hear our prayers.

Lutheran Night
at the Tincaps
August 20, 2016
Put this date on your
calendar.
Game Time: 7:05 pm
Tickets: $8.00
Post-Game Fireworks and Appearance by
Myron Noodleman
More information on bulletin board!

Official Acts
Baptism:
Shasta Lynn Childs (Adult)
Easton Tyler Childs
Death:
M.R. “Sami” Blomquist

SOAP FOR LWR – Ladies Aid-LWML will
be collecting bars of soap – any size – for
Lutheran World Relief this year. (LWR
accepts new bars of any brand, in its
original wrapping). If you would like to
help in this mission project, you can
place the soap in the box across from the
mailboxes. THANK YOU!

ADDRESSES, PHONE NUMBERS AND EMAIL ADDRESSES
Please let the office know if any of these things have changed!
Home Address:__________________________________________
Home and Cell Phone #:____________________________________
________________________________________________________
Would you like to get the Zealant newsletter by email?
Yes ___

No ____

Your Email Address:________________________________________
Your Name:_____________________________________________
Childs Name:_____________________________________________
The office tries to keep updated information for our church records.
When we had bulk mailings, if you moved the post office would tell me. When we had land phones I
could look people up in the phone book.
Now it is harder to keep track of people since we don’t use bulk mailings and most people now have cell
phones and aren’t in the phone book!
PARENTS if you have any grown children (18-25) that are not living at home, please let the
office know of their whereabouts.
SO PLEASE LET THE OFFICE KNOW OF ANY CHANGES! THANKS!!!!

Zion’s Garage Sale
will be
August 11th, 12th, & 13th
You can start bringing stuff and putting
it in the basement.
If you have large items,
please call Jerry Lahrman

SERVING IN
JULY 2016
USHERS
3rd—Steve Smith
10th—Mike Gerbers
17th—Ealph Sexton
24th—Mike Gerbers
31st—Steve Smith

GREETERS
3rd—Kathaleen Reese
10th—Lois Duffy
17th—Pat Decker
24th—
31st—

ALTAR GUILD
Peg Brooke

ACOLYTES
3rd—Emma Mullett
10th—Ryan Bills
17th—Mason Knuth
24th—Shianne Brooke
31st—Kyler Bills

BIRTHDAY’S
2 Logan Bachelder
10 Emma Mullet
12 Barbara Knuth
13 Brody Hart
14 James Jackson
15 Barbara Lahrman
15 Luke Pressler
17 Cari Knuth
20 Nolan Lahrman
21 Tabitha Frick
21 Katie Wilkinson
22 Summer Hart
22 Thomas Knuth
22 Wm. Niedermeyer
30 Jill Coons

BAPTISMS
Madison Cook
Mason Gilbert
Gavin Lahrman
Aaron Peppler
Brandon Peppler
Sara Schuller
Jassalyn Wilkinson

ANNIVERSARIES
1 Gene & Sandy Barrett
14 Ralph & Peggy Brooke
27 Mathieu & Myra Hartman
28 David & Sharry Wiehe

Rev. Phil Rittner
Cell Phone: 260-415-9078
(I text if you’d like!)
Email: revrittner@reagan.com

Sunday

3
S.S. 9 am
Worship w/Communion 10:15 am

10
S.S. 9 am
Worship 10:15 am
Bd. of Education 11:15 am

17
S.S. 9 am
Worship w/Communion 10:15 am
Voters 11:30 am
24
S.S. 9 am
Worship 10:15 am
New Member/Thank You Potluck
31
S.S. 9 am
Worship 10:15 am

Monday

4
4th of July
Office Closed

11

5

Tuesday

Wednesday

6
Wed. Evening
Service 7 pm

13 Wed. Evening
Service 7 pm
Elders

8

1

Last day of
morning VBS

Friday

21 Ladies Aid
Sewing 9 am
LWML 1 pm
28

15

22

30

23

16
Outreach 10 am

9

2

Saturday

JULY 2016
Thursday

Ladies Aid
7
Sewing 9 am

14

Catechism Camp —————————————————————————12

19

20
Wed. Evening
Service 7 pm

27

Evening VBS——————————————————26

Wed. Evening
Service 7 pm

29

Catechism Camp——————————————————————————————————–—
18

25
Zealant
Items
Due

