
February 2022                     VOLUME 63                       ISSUE 2

Greetings in the Name of the Lord!

First off, a word of thanks to all who helped Katie and I with support and prayers during the
past few weeks we were down with Covid. Both of us have been Covid-free, and have returned
to our regular schedules! Thanks be to God it wasn’t too bad!

This month, I wanted to make you aware of the persecution the church is suffering in this day
and age. You may, or may not have seen in the news how several pastors have been imprisoned
for preaching the truth of the Law of God and the Gospel of Jesus Christ. Yes, it is true, men
of-the-cloth have been arrested for their preaching openly from the pulpit truths of God’s Word
about topics such as marriage being between one man and one woman; homosexuality; and the
abortion issue.

The Holy Scriptures have been labeled by some as “hate speech,” in that the Word of God
speaks contrary to the opinions of many in the world today. In Joe Miller’s “Restoring Liberty,”
he wrote that:

“Two Christian leaders in Finland stood trial in Helsinki on Jan. 24 for publicly
stating the Bible’s teachings on sex and marriage. Longtime Member of Parliament Paivi
Rasanen and Lutheran Bishop Juhana Pohjola defended in court their decision to write
and publish, respectively, a pamphlet explaining Christian teachings about sex and
marriage.

In the trial’s opening arguments, which will resume on Feb. 14, Finnish prosecutors
described quotations from the Bible as “hate speech.” Finland’s top prosecutor’s office
essentially put the Bible on trial, an unprecedented move for a secular court, said Paul
Coleman, a human rights lawyer with Alliance Defending Freedom International who is
assisting in the Finns’ legal defense and was present during Monday’s trial.”

That the Finland High Court met to determine if speaking God’s Word was a crime is clearly
identifiable with the persecution Jesus spoke in St. John’s Gospel: “If they persecuted me,
they will also persecute you.” (Jn 15:20).

Pastor David Lynn of Christ Forgiveness Ministries was arrested on June 4, 2019, for
preaching the gospel publicly in Toronto, Canada. The neighborhood he was preaching in was



Church-Wellesley Village. This neighborhood is known to be a place where many of the
LGBTQ community in Toronto, Canada reside. It was surprising to see the reaction of those
who were listening to Lynn's preaching. The more love he poured out, the more hate and
resistance he received. As anyone can see if they view the video, Pastor Lynn was respectful
and kind throughout all of his time preaching. As he shared the gospel, he also made statements
like "We are here to tell you that we hate nobody." He emphasized God's love again and again.

When the police arrived, rather than dealing with those who were assaulting Pastor Lynn and
the violent confrontation that ensued, the police blamed him for creating a disturbance of
peace. We must understand the importance of this event. It is a gross violation against free
speech, and it shows any Christian a precursor of what persecution could look like in the
future.

Here in North America, we are in a serious battle for rights that we have taken for granted.
There are groups, organizations and individuals that want to make certain types of free speech
illegal. The growing trend in North America is that if anyone shares publicly on a topic that is
deemed controversial, or that a particular group deems hateful, they must be silenced. What
will happen the day that the simple gospel is considered hate speech?

The Rev. Alexey Streltsov, an LCMS pastor, wrote in a recent article regarding persecution
that:

“… we should not be surprised when our thinking of Christian life gets distorted in many
ways. Christ said He came so that people “may have life and have it abundantly” (John
10:10), and we are tempted to understand it in terms of possessions in this life. St Paul
said: “I can do all things through Him who strengthens me” (Phil. 4:13), and we find
delight in thinking that we must be successful in this life, for our God is strong and
powerful. Alas, by our nature, we do not want to recognize that the Lord’s “power is
made perfect in weakness” (2 Cor. 12:9).

The Christian message, however, and the God in whom we believe run contrary to our
human aspirations of the old Adam. The scandal of Christianity is found in its insistence
on exclusivity. There is only one truth, only one way to salvation. By default, all other
religions are misleading and paving the way to hell. That makes Christians not
“friendly” in the eyes of the world. That is embarrassing. And so, it may cause some to
compromise in the matters of faith with the hope that it will result in more peace and
stability in society. That is not likely to happen. The perception of being part of a
“Christian society,” once fairly common, is quickly disappearing.

Do not think that by doing nothing and just keeping quiet you will stay out of trouble.
True, you may win some time for yourself. But sooner or later you will face the
consequences of your spiritual slumber. At the same time, there is nothing you can “do”
about persecution, strictly speaking. If it happens, it happens. To be sure, we must be
active citizens and raise our voice on the public square to defend traditional Christian
values and attitudes, but we must not be over-confident that simply by political lobbying
for Christianity we will surely be able to avoid persecution.

All this happening around us and within the church are part and partial Holy Scripture being



fulfilled. Our Lord Jesus Christ endured great spiritual, emotional, and physical persecution for
the salvation of all mankind! He did so because He IS God, doing so for the likes of me and
you who’d forever be incapable of handling such a time as this. It is by the strength of Christ
within us, given at our Baptism, and the indwelling of the Holy Spirit we’re each strong
enough to pray for ourselves and certainly for those Christian brother and sisters around the
world suffering for the Gospel of Jesus Christ, and the very love of God for all men.

The Lutheran Church – Missouri Synod has an office in Washington D.C., working on behalf
of Christianity. The Lutheran Center for Religious Liberty works hard with the following goals
in mind: Engage federal and state officials and other partners through advocacy and
networking; Educate future generations about serving God through vocations in government,
law, and public policy. And connect with Lutherans involved in government affairs. Where the
government, the culture and faith conflict, Lutherans can and must speak up and out in support
of religious liberty.

As we pray to our Lord for an end to such persecution of His dear children, let us remember
those on the front lines of this battle being waged – the clergy and laity working around the
world, sharing the love of Christ!

If you’ve continued concerns about how you might be able to help in this fight, give me a call
or email; there’s aplenty we each could be doing!

See you in Church! Soon!

Pastor Phil Rittner

Board of Directors Meeting

Board of Directors Meeting
January 25, 2022

Meeting called to order by President Ralph Brooke with six (6) members (Ralph, Chuck, David
E., David M., Jill and Katie), one (1) ex-officio member (Pastor Rittner) and one (1) guest (Phil
C.) present.

Pastor Rittner opened the meeting with a reading from C.F.W. Walther and prayer.

Minutes: David Easterday made a motion to accept the December Board of Directors Meeting
minutes printed in the January Zealant with no correction.  David Merryman seconded the
motion.  The motion passed.

Receiving Treasurer: reported by Chuck Cooper
November 30, 2021 YTD

Unrestricted Offering Receipts $ 10,135.00 $   81,767.95
Restricted Offering/
Miscellaneous Offering Receipts $      257.81 $   12,476.26
On-Line Giving Receipts $   3,902.00 $   29,130.00



Dividends $      496.41 $     3,584.90
Interest $          2.46 $          25.82
Total Unrestricted Receipts $ 14,037.00 $ 110,897.95
Total Restricted Receipts $      257.81 $   12,476.26
Total Receipts $ 14,793.68 $ 126,984.93

December 31, 2021 YTD
Unrestricted Offering Receipts $   6,621.00 $   88,388.95
Restricted Offering/
Miscellaneous Offering Receipts $   6,932.47 $   19,408.73
On-Line Giving Receipts $   2,144.00 $   31,274.00
Dividends $      260.16 $     3,845.06
Interest $          2.99 $          28.81
Total Unrestricted Receipts $   8,765.00 $ 119,662.95
Total Restricted Receipts $   6,932.47 $   19,408.73
Total Receipts $ 15,960.62 $ 142,945.55

Katie Rittner made a motion to accept the November and December reports as presented.
David Merryman seconded the motion.  The motion passed.

Disbursing Treasurer: reported by Jill Coons

Check/Savings as of November 30, 2021

General Checking/Savings $  75,369.14
Youth $  11,411.69
Restricted Funds $  18,206.80
Lehmburg Legacy/

Kyler Endowment $201,430.31
Statement of Activity

November 30, 2021 YTD
General Budget $   9,743.05 $  35,819.59
Non-Budgeted/
Reimbursed $        95.16 $  14,515.60
Youth $            .16 $    1,790.43
Net Revenue $   9,838.37 $  52,125.62

Check/Savings as of December 31, 2021

General Checking/Savings $  84,856.64
Youth $  11,342.80
Restricted Funds $  27,639.06
Lehmburg Legacy/

Kyler Endowment $193,599.81



Statement of Activity
December 31 2021 YTD

General Budget $   2,984.11 $  38,803.70
Non-Budgeted/
Reimbursed $   8,119.30 $  22,634.90
Youth $      (68.89) $    1,721.54
Net Revenue $ 11,034.52 $  63,160.14

Chuck Cooper made a motion to accept the November and December reports as presented.
David Easterday seconded the motion. The motion passed.

Elders: January 9, 2022
Meeting was opened with Prayer.
ORDER OF BUSINESS:
Phil Coons will be president and Steve Smith secretary of the Elders for 2022.

Red Cross will be here on Tuesday, January 11 and Life Line on Wednesday, January 26th.

It was suggested by one of our members that we return to taking the offering to the altar during
the service. This will be done but it will still be offered at the entrance to the Nave.

No new report on the railing to the east doors.

Tim presented a quote for new pew cushions and it was decided to present it to Board of
Directors at their next meeting.  The quote is for approximately $15,000.
Average attendance for December was:

Advent 13
Christmas Eve 49
Christmas Day 13
Sunday 40

Respectively Submitted,
Stephen Smith (Sec.)
A second quote for the pew cushions has been requested and a third will be obtained then
presented to the Board of Directors next month.

Trustees:
The kitchen faucet has been replaced.

Still working on finding a day on the contractor’s calendar to replace the railing at the west
entrance (main door).

Board of Education: No Report

Board of Christian Outreach: No Report
First Sunday Coffee has returned and is being very well attended.

Board of Stewardship:

Praise the Lord for His goodness and blessings!



Zion has been receiving offerings designated for missions. This discussion was tabled until
guidance could be received from Pastor Phil. After discussion and guidance, Jill Coons made a
motion to give the $600 offering designated for missions plus $900 from the general fund to
the following:

● $500 to the Indiana District Office;
● $500 to Rev. Phil and Deaconess Rachel Jaseph via the LC-MS Office of

International Missions as they will be serving in Uruguay, South America; and
● $500 to Shepherd’s Hands in Fort Wayne (an inner-city RSO of the LC-MS that is

making a difference in the area providing diapers and other needs).
David Merryman seconded the motion.  The motion passed.

Board of Youth:
Our youth have received notice that they ARE GOING TO HOUSTON for the National Youth
Gathering in July!

A fundraiser is in the works to be held very soon.  Get ready for a night of trivia!  Get your
team ready!!

$100 per table – up to six (6) people per table.
Grand prize – winning table gets their money back
Door prizes
Concessions

A Thrivent Grant Card can be requested to help offset costs.
More information to follow.

Pastor:
● Request for a vicar for the 2022-2023 year will be submitted by Friday. There is no

guarantee that we will receive one as it is based on the number of students available.
Please pray for all students who will receive their vicarage assignment in April.

● The Voters Meeting for April needs to be moved from the third Sunday, which happens
to be Easter, to the week following, Sunday, April 24 immediately after worship. Be sure
to be there as there are only two (2) Voters Meetings annually.

● Indiana District LC-MS Convention will be June 23-24 at the Grand Wayne Center in
Fort Wayne. Pastor is required to attend. In addition, we need to send a Lay Delegate
with him to represent Zion Lutheran Church and vote on the very important business of
the Indiana District Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod. If you would be interested in
serving, see Pastor Phil.

● Sunday, January 30 is the Circuit Forum Zoom meeting at 3:00 pm. Pastor Phil and Phil
Coons will represent Zion at this meeting in preparation for the upcoming District
Convention.

● Update regarding tuition assistance for the academic year 2022-2023.
o Our two (2) sons of the congregations – Thompson Marin and Scott Woodhouse –

will be receiving their vicarage assignment in April. During that year, they will
not be registered for class and will not be provided with tuition assistance. They



will return to class for the 2023-2024 academic year and will again be provided
with tuition assistance from Zion as outlined in the Endowment Funds that have
been established for this.

o Jada Burton will be graduating from Concordia Lutheran High School in June.
She has been accepted and will be attending Grace College in Warsaw. As per the
Endowment Funds established, her tuition assistance will end as she will be
pursuing a career other than church work in the LC-MS at a non-synodical
college.

The funds will sit in the account accruing interest for distribution in the 2023-2024
academic year for Scott and Thompson.

● Lent begins on Wednesday, March 2 at 7:00 pm with our Ash Wednesday service. Katie
will be hosting Soup, Salad and/or Sandwiches before the services at 5:30 pm for anyone
interested in coming.

o March 2 – Tomato soup and Grilled Cheese
o March 9 –  Grilled Chicken Caesar Salad and Bread Sticks
o March 16 –  Chili
o March 23 –  Baked Potato and side salad
o March 30 –  TBD
o April 6 – TBD

Unfinished/Old Business:
None

New Business:
None

With no further business, Jill Coons made a motion to adjourn. David Easterday seconded the
motion. The motion passed and the meeting was adjourned.

Pastor Rittner closed the meeting with the Benediction.

Respectfully submitted,
Katherine (Katie) Rittner, Recording Secretary

LADIES AID
 
We will resume sewing in February weather permitting.             
 

SERVING WITH GLADNESS

SPOTLIGHT ON ZION’S MARY MARTHA ALTAR GUILD

We extend an open invitation to those who may be interested in participating in our group
activities.

Here at Zion the Mary Martha Altar Guild continues to provide a service by preparing the



linens, filling the candles with oil, and setting up the altar for worship services, including
baptism and communion.   We also assist at funerals and weddings.  At Easter we fill the
sanctuary with lilies and flowers by funds donated, and at Christmas we help in decorating the
church, including aisle candles for the candlelight service.

If you would like to donate flowers to be put on the altar for a given Sunday to signify a special
occasion, such as, a birthday or anniversary, we have provided a sign-up sheet in the narthex.
The only exception is during the Lenten season.  We can assist you with the process.

As a group we meet four times a year, with meetings in February, May, August and November.
Our current members are Marty Williams, Betty Wilkinson, Mary Sexton, Peg Brooke and
Verna Doehrman.  Please fill free to ask any of us if you have any questions or if you would
like to join.

Please remember in your daily prayers:
Sandra Barrett, Lois Duffy, Linda Hobkirk, Maxine Lott, Bill Niedermeyer,
Janice Klopfenstein, Jeanine Slavicek, Jack & Joanne Lane, Ralph Keiper, Lynn
Kyler, Ralph Brooke, Ralph Sexton, Steve Smith, Tonya Stanford & Judy
Gilbert.

8 Melody Reese
9  Jack Lane
12 Ralph Kieper
15  Jeremy Grant
15  Tim Rueger
16 Terry Frick
21 Riley Coons
21 Verna Doehrman
21 Bryan Sexton
22 Regan Decker
23 Wyld Jean Cook
24 Trena Merryman
25 Ariella Rittner
26 Erika Marin
26 Vicki Western
28 Alex Hart

Ge'Onna Decker
Christopher Decker                  24 Sean & Ge'Onna Decker



Tracy Decker
Caleb Decker
Nicholas Decker
Bradley Hart
Summer Hart
Jack Lane
Dyllynn Lepper

Melody Reese
Spencer Rossow
Sandy Rueger
Tim Rueger
Barb Lahrman

Scott Woodhouse
Harper Zielinski

HIGHLIGHTING UPCOMING EVENTS



NEW OFFICE HOURS for Pastor Phil, his days and hours in his study at church are
Wednesday, Thursday and of course Sunday.  Other hours will be available by appointment.
As always, Pastor Phil is available 24/7 for emergencies and for funerals and weddings.

2021 Giving Reports - Anyone interested in receiving a giving report for 2021 tax purposes
please contact Chuck Cooper (email to hchuckcooper@gmail.com or call/text at
614-353-6961). The system used for previous years is not being used any longer,
but records are available manually from the current system. Please allow a
couple of weeks for reports this year.

Just an FYI: Olympics start February 3rd & Super Bowl February 13th !!!!

I’m thinking Kansas City Chiefs and possibly the 49ers…. We Shall See…. With K.C. taking
the whole thing!

mailto:hchuckcooper@gmail.com



