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Greetings in the Name of Jesus Christ! 
 

 About this time of year, some 48 years ago, I was off the coast of Viet Nam aboard the USS 

Ashtabula, AO-51, the ship I served on for two years.  It wasn’t too bad of a day as we cruised up 

and down the coast refueling other Navy Ships and replenishing their loads of “beans, bullets, and 

black oil.”  The ship I was on was nearly 600 feet long and very heavy; as we were an “oiler”, kind 

of like an large oil tanker you’d know today. 
 

 That smooth, nice day at sea was interrupted with loud alarm bells sounding off and I and 

the rest of the entire crew began running about for what was the most serious situation a ship at sea 

could experience: we were flooding.  Down near the bottom of the ship, in a compartment about 

half the size of our gym at church, the “Main Cargo Control Pump Room”, there was a 36-inch 

main sea water intake valve that had blown apart and caused an immense stream of water about the 

size of your car pouring water into the ship at a very, very fast rate.  We were flooding at a very 

high rate… and we could possibly sink. 
 

 My job in the Navy and aboard that ship was Damage Control.  If there were a fire, hazard, 

or in this case flooding happening… it was my primary job to run to the place of the incident and 

combat the fire, or the flooding.  Diligently, I swiftly ran down several ladders (stairways aboard a 

Navy ship) and directly into that compartment taking on water very rapidly.  Me, and my fellow 

first responders, had the responsibility to feverishly work to stop that flooding and save our fellow 

shipmates from floundering in the ocean.  I was scared to death.   
 

 I wasn’t the only one, either.  During my dash to get down there, I witnessed several other 

guys donning life jackets and running aft to the back of the ship; I presumed they were preparing 

to jump into the sea should the situation become dire: they were that scared too.  But be damned 

my fears, I HAD to go down into that space and do the best of my ability to help save our ship.  I 

didn’t have a choice.  When I got down there I saw the vast fountain of water shooting up and 

mushrooming off the ceiling.  There were others of my department already trying to slide full sheets 

of plywood over the large hole which had been a big, steel valve – trying to stop the water.   
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I simply climbed over other equipment and piping to work in water already over my head and 

getting deeper fast!  It took 8 of us standing on the plywood, using 4X4’s and other poles to slow 

down the water enough that two emergency divers could jump over the side of the ship to begin 

stuffing anything and everything thrown to them into the hole and stop the water from outside the 

ship.  Someone else had by this time began pumping the water out of the compartment we were in.  

But we knew the danger wasn’t over yet. 
 

 Our Captain had already turned the ship towards Subic Bay in the Philippines, the closest 

friendly port where we could get something done to repair our ship.  It would take a day and a half 

of steaming to get there.  For almost 40 hours most of us guys stayed down there, keeping watch 

on the haphazard plugging we had over this large hole in the very bottom of our ship.  THAT… 

was a long, extremely anxious and stressful time in my life. 
 

 I cannot compare being a Pastor to that stressful time I had in the Navy.  I can compare it to 

the life we have living in this day and age; what with the evil violence permeating the life of not 

just Americans, but human beings around the world.  There is an awful war being waged in the 

Ukraine.  And there’s a terrible war right here in our own country.  Hundreds of people in the United 

States are dying from deranged, evil people led by the devil shooting, stabbing, and murdering 

them.  But that’s not all.  Hate for the neighbor far outweighs the love we’re supposed to have for 

our neighbor as God has commanded us.  Jesus said in Matthew 22:37 – 39: “You shall love the 

Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind. This is the 

great and first commandment.  And a second is like it: You shall love your neighbor as 

yourself.”  
 

 But that’s not just a Law of God.  There’s a lot of Gospel contained therein as well.  Our 

heavenly Father had such a love for each of you that He created you and all you call near and dear. 
   
 Jesus also said in St. John’s Gospel:  
 

“For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in 

him should not perish but have eternal life.  For God did not send his Son into the world 

to condemn the world, but in order that the world might be saved through 

him.  Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but whoever does not believe is 

condemned already, because he has not believed in the name of the only Son of 

God.  And this is the judgment: the light has come into the world, and people loved the 

darkness rather than the light because their works were evil.  For everyone who does 

wicked things hates the light and does not come to the light, lest his works should be 

exposed.  But whoever does what is true comes to the light, so that it may be clearly 

seen that his works have been carried out in God.”  
 

Every bit of what our Lord Jesus Christ says here in John 3:16 – 21 describes our world today.  No, 

the world isn’t worse off today than it was more than 2000 years ago; simply multiply the numbers 

of the populations around the world and the magnitude of evil there is now.  There exists today 

perhaps a minority of the earth’s population that are believers of the One True God: the Father, the 

Son, and the Holy Ghost.  And THAT… scares me to death.  We don’t have a choice in the matter 

of loving our neighbor, however scarry it may be, we have to stop the violence and teach our 

children; our children’s children, and our neighbors the love God has for them and our genuine 

love for them too. 



 

 

 The Apostle Paul had repeatedly expressed his concern for the people of the church of 

Corinth, and he encouraged them whenever he could.  But the Word of God, the Holy Scriptures, 

are not merely a book sitting upon one’s desk or shelf.  God’s Word is a living, breathing instrument 

that our divine and most holy God Himself uses to speak to me and you… even this very day.  

Therefore, the words of St. Paul were appropriate for the Corinthians, and they are most appropriate 

for us today.  I, as your Pastor, share and express these words to you with the same love St. Paul 

had for those He was able to minister to; for I found comfort in my terrible fears by digging into 

God’s Word in many a Gospel and Psalm.  But here I say to you myself, by quoting St. Paul: 

  

“[Jesus] is not weak in dealing with you, but is powerful among you.  For he was 

crucified in weakness, but lives by the power of God. For we also are weak in him, but 

in dealing with you we will live with him by the power of God.  
 

 Examine yourselves, to see whether you are in the faith. Test yourselves. Or do you not 

realize this about yourselves, that Jesus Christ is in you? —unless indeed you fail to 

meet the test!  I hope you will find out that we have not failed the test.  But we pray to 

God that you may not do wrong—not that we may appear to have met the test, but that 

you may do what is right, though we may seem to have failed.  For we cannot do 

anything against the truth, but only for the truth.  For we [Paul and his followers, and 

I too] are glad when we are weak and you are strong. Your restoration is what we pray 

for.  For this reason I write these things while I am away from you, that when I come I 

may not have to be severe in my use of the authority that the Lord has given me for 

building up and not for tearing down.  
 

Finally, brothers, rejoice. Aim for restoration, comfort one another, agree with one 

another, live in peace; and the God of love and peace will be with you.  Greet one 

another with a holy kiss.  All the saints greet you.  

The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all.” (2 Corinthians 13:4 – 14.) 
 

For your comfort and protections, I cannot wait to see you all in church!  It was the Lord and His 

care for me so many years ago that I survived that terrifying time near Viet Nam, during a waging 

and awful war.  It was Christ who died for me so that I might live to be your minister.  He calms 

all my fears.  He will yours too.  I keep each of you in my prayers to God. 
 

Pastor Phil Rittner 

Most Popular Gift for Father’s Day: 

Ties tend to be the most popular gift for dads. 

Flowers for Father’s Day? 

Roses used to be a big part of the Father’s Day 

celebration. Red roses represented living fathers, 

while white roses were for dads that passed away. 

The roses were pinned to kids’ clothes. 

 



 

 

 

 

Board of Directors Meeting 

May 17, 2022 
 

Meeting called to order by President Ralph Brooke with four (4) members (Ralph, Chuck, Jill and 

Katie), one (1) ex-officio member (Pastor Rittner) and three (3) guest (Phil C., Steve S. and 

Peggy B.) present.  
 

Pastor Rittner opened the meeting with prayer. 
 

Minutes: Jill Coons made a motion to accept the April Board of Directors Meeting minutes 

printed in the May Zealant with no correction.  Steve Smith seconded the motion.  The motion 

passed. 
 

Receiving Treasurer:  reported by Chuck Cooper 

         

April 30, 2022         YTD 

Unrestricted Offering Receipts   $   5,294.00   $  24,441.00 

Restricted Offering/  

Miscellaneous Offering Receipts  $      367.99    $    4,518.10 

On-Line Giving Receipts    $   3,270.00   $  13,004.00 

Dividends      $      128.10    $       954.85 

Interest      $          3.15   $         11.92 

Total Unrestricted Receipts   $   8,560.00   $  37,445.00 

Total Restricted Receipts    $      367.99   $    4,518.10  

Total Receipts     $   9,063.24   $  42,929.87  
 

Katie Rittner made a motion to accept the April report as presented.  Jill Coons seconded the 

motion.  The motion passed. 
 

Disbursing Treasurer:  reported by Jill Coons 

Check/Savings as of           April 30, 2022 
 

 General Checking/Savings  $  96,381.94 

 Youth      $    9,225.57 

 Restricted Funds    $  24,407.75 

 Lehmburg Legacy/ 

  Kyler Endowment    $194,145.01 
 

Statement of Activity 

       April 30, 2022            YTD 

General Budget   $     (831.19)   $   11,319.74 

Non-Budgeted/ 

Reimbursed    $     (436.11)   $    (2,558.63) 

Youth     $  (2,018.13)   $    (2,117.23) 

Net Revenue   $  (3,315.43)   $     6,643.88 



 

 

Chuck Cooper made a motion to accept the April report as presented.  Katie Rittner seconded the 

motion.  The motion passed. 
 

Elders:  Meeting held May 14, 2022 
 

Meeting opened with prayer. 
 

Josephine Doerffler will be baptized on Sunday, May 22nd. 
 

Elders recommend that we accept the transfer of Ryan and Laura Doerffler from St. Paul 

Lutheran Church Fort Wayne.   Steve Smith made a motion to accept the transfer of Ryan and 

Laura Doerffler.  Jill Coons seconded the motion.  The motion passed. 
 

Funerals was discussed and it was decided to leave it up to the parties involved to decide if they 

want to use the Narthex or the Spiritual Growth Center for the viewing. 
 

Pastor was given permission to purchase a new chair for his office. 
 

A discussion was held in regards to getting an associate Pastor.  This was referred to the Board of 

Directors with the recommendation of the Elders to proceed. 
 

Average attendance for April was: 

 Sundays   58 

 Lent (Wed. eve.) 15 

 Maundy Thursday  26 

 Good Friday  38 

 Easter Sunrise 38 

 Easter Late  72 
 

Meeting was dismissed with the Benediction. 

Respectively submitted,  

Stephen Smith (Sec.) 
 

Board of Education:  No Report 
 

Board of Christian Outreach:  No Report 
 

Board of Stewardship:   
 

Praise the Lord for His goodness and blessings! 
 

Board of Youth: 

The youth going to the National Youth Gathering need to meet!  There is a lot of information that 

needs to be passed on in person at once. 
 

Old Settler’s is coming up June 21-25.  Volunteers will be needed in the wagon.  Watch for the 

sign-up sheet in the Narthex.  For more information, see Jill Coons. 
 

Shirts have been ordered for the Indiana youth attending the National Youth Gathering. 
 

There is a Meet & Greet that has been scheduled @ Minute Maid Park in Houston.  The event 

will cost $30 per person and will include a meal. 
 



 

 

Pastor: 

• Carbonite computer back-up price has increase to $83.99 per year.  This is an invaluable 

tool should something happen to the computer in the office.  We have used it once already 

to restore the church files when the computer had to be replaced. 

• Car show available dates:  8/20, 8/27 or 9/24.  Jill Coons made a motion to hold the car 

show on 9/24 with the youth selling hot dogs.  Pastor will coordinate with Shawn Schuller 

who is helping organize it.  This will be held to support missions of Zion and the youth. 

• Associate Pastor – both the Senior Pastor (Pastor Rittner) and the Associate Pastor will be 

on the same level. They will be equal to each other. 

o Pastor Rittner, in his role as Circuit Visitor, has been working with Pastor Shouse.  

He only wants to be paid a salary (NO housing, NO benefits, and due to his wife’s 

position, WILL live in Fort Wayne).  This is a WIN-WIN for Zion, Pastor Rittner 

and the Pastor who is going to be interviewed. 

▪ By living in Fort Wayne, when a member goes to the hospital, he will be able 

to be there much quicker than Pastor Rittner when time is of the essence.  In 

addition, our members who live in Fort Wayne will be visited more 

frequently. 

Chuck Cooper made a motion to move forward with the call process to call Pastor Shouse 

as Associate Pastor of Zion Evangelical Lutheran Church.  Jill Coons emphatically 

seconded the motion.  The motion passed. 

o A Zoom meeting will be scheduled for June to meet with the Board of Directors as 

the next step in the Call process. 
 

Unfinished/Old Business:   

Working to replace the water fountain and have requested a quote for one with and one without a 

water filter system on it. 
 

Front rail (facing Main St) – Pastor will call Arrow Fence for a quote.  The handrail is a liability 

to the church and can no longer be patched, it needs to be replaced completely before someone 

gets hurt. 
 

Status update of disconnecting the gas to the commercial stove in the back room of the kitchen?  

Status of the replacement? 
 

New Business:   

The Sunday School giving records will be transferred from Ralph Brooke to Chuck Cooper to 

consolidate the receiving treasurer roles into one. 
 

With no further business, Katie Rittner made a motion to adjourn.  Chuck Cooper seconded the 

motion.  The motion passed and the meeting was adjourned. 
 

Pastor Rittner closed the meeting with prayer. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 

Katherine (Katie) Rittner, Recording Secretary 

 

 

 



 

 

 
 

LADIES AID 
June 2nd & June 16th @ 9am Ladies Aid Sewing Group 

 

June 17th - 19th – LWML Indiana District Convention in Ft. Wayne, IN 
 

 

SERVING WITH GLADNESS 
 

 

  

Please remember in your daily prayers: 

Lois Duffy, Linda Hobkirk, Maxine Lott, Janice Klopfenstein, Jeanine Slavicek, 

Jack & Joanne Lane, Ralph Keiper, Ralph Brooke, Ralph Sexton, Steve Smith, 

Tonya Stanford and Pastor Phil. 

. 

 

       

 

  

 

 

 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Janette Bachelder 
Alex Hart 
Gilliana Knuth 
Melinda Puckett 
Jessica Rossow 
Alysa Sawyer 
Jesica Yann 
Zachary Wilburn 
Matt Degitz 
Shawn Schuller 
Peggy Brooke 

2 Shawn Schuller 

 2 Barbara Wagner 

 4 Thomas Wilburn Jr. 

 5 Kathaleen Reese 

 5 Gretchen Lahrman 

 9 Christine Woodhouse 

11 Jeffery Clark 

14 Gilliana Knuth 

18 Kaden Decker 

18 Emerson Knuth 

21 Kirby Coons 

21 Bryan Hart 

21 Daniel Rittner 

21 Betty Wilkinson 

23 Gavin Lahrman 

24 Jack Foldenauer 

26 Edan Rittner 

27 Sara Schuller 

30 Payton Coons  

3 Stephen & Kim Yann 
 5 Brad & Hope Hart 
13 Dave & Trena Merryman 
19 Kami & Thomas Clark (wilburn) 
25 Tom & Cari Knuth 



 

 

 

 

 

HIGHLIGHTING UPCOMING EVENTS 

 

Living Water Lutheran Church in Wolf Lake is looking for some young explorers! They are 

having a VBS for children age 3 years to 6th graders. This will be held Monday June 13th to 

Friday June 19th. Starting at 9am at the town park in Wolf Lake and ending at 12:30p with lunch 

all week long. For more information call 260-635-2336 or contact Darleen Haugen 260-244-4778 

or 260-609-1181. This is a free event. The theme is Discovery on Adventure Island.  

 

June 17th - 19th – LWML Indiana District Convention in Ft. Wayne, IN 

  

June 21st to 25th Old Settler’s– the youth WILL have the corn dog wagon 

out there and will need help manning the wagon. If you like entertainment 

and people, this is a great way to get the word out about Zion and share 

God’s love. Sign-up sheets will be in the Narthex on the bulletin board in the 

next week or so. See Jill with questions. 

 

June 28th Blood Drive go to Redcross.org to sign up for times. 
 

Katie needs help with Music while she is traveling for work this summer. If you can push play 

and pause, you are uniquely qualified! Please see Pastor or Katie for details! You are already here 

at church for worship, you’ll just sit up closer to the pulpit!   

 

Garage Sale will be July 28th, 29th & 30th. Contact Jerry for information! 

He can arrange pick up, drop off or to give info on how to help volunteer. 

 

ALSO  Jerry is not getting any younger, he is ‘hinting’ that he would like 

for some volunteers to help with the landscaping…aka mowing. The 

mower is here, gas is here and it is a rider! Let him know if you are 

interested in helping him out some with the mowing. Thanks 

 

The Cookbooks are being processed and we should have them before August… I’m hoping for 

not-so late July so that they can be sold right along with the Garage Sale!  

That would be a huge Sale opportunity! 

 

 

 

 

Jerry getting ready for the garage sale! 
 

 

 

 



 

 

DON’T FORGET TO UPDATE YOUR KROGER 

CARD AND AMAZON ACCOUNT! 

 

 

2 EASY ways to make Money for the CHURCH 

 
 

Don’t forget that there are 2 easy ways to donate free money to the church 
 

If you shop Amazon, use the link and the church will get a donation from amazon. You are not 

charged for this, but you must use smile.amazon.com If you use our link you just have to click 

that you want to support the church, you only do this once. Then each time you log on to 

smile.amazon.com, you will automatically have the church as your charity. 
 

https://smile.amazon.com/ch/35-6041630 

 

 

 

 

To Use the Kroger Community Rewards Program: 

Simply go to visit http://www.kroger.com. 
 

Once logged into your Kroger account, look towards bottom 

of page for community rewards tab, then you can search for 

ZION EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH either by 

name or NA108 and then click Enroll. 
 

New users will need to create an account which requires some 

basic information, a valid email address and a rewards card, 

get your card from the service desk. 

 

 

LET ME KNOW: 

If you have anything you want to include in the Zealant, let me know.  

You can always email me, I’ll get back to you rather quickly.  If you move or get a new phone 

number, let me know. If you want to buy a cookbook when they come in, let me know. If you 

have questions on how to sign up for the Kroger card rewards program, let me know. If you need 

something added to the bulletin, let me know. Catching a theme, but just wait till June 20th to ask. 
 

I will be back on June 20th to my office. I am moving my eldest daughter to Washington State. We 

are driving there and I’m flying back. Prayers for safe travel for sure requested. 

https://smile.amazon.com/ch/35-6041630
http://www.kroger.com/


 

  

Old Settler’s Days -Youth Corn Dog Wagon! Need Volunteers to Sign Up on Sign up sheet in Narthex 


